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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



NOTICE 

THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DD7FICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 
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On !'cven-b.r 25th I rvccived your note 
c»: .1 fcUUi, < ojics of corrbspcadunce you have fcrj in 
• on v. ,tica \»ith con v.unlsn ami the churches an - warn 
to t:: uk: you lor n:n lin^ thorn available to nr.c. 
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Mr« J« Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Unitec States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

4| phas 

to me a copy of youi^dores^Kiore The Supreme 
Council, 33 n of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, given October 19, 1965, in 
Washington, D. C, 

When talking tofl ^ he 

i expressed the opinion that possibly you naght like 
l to have in your files the enclosed copies of letters 
jvhich I have already furnished to hii*. 

Very truly "yours, 
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A "J*sui Kevere Message — sena w a rxuaw — sy*c«u iw Amw — »*»»• » •««-•»«•• --■ 

The Nationajp£ouncil of ChurcgbS of Christ 

The Nationsl Council of Churches is now under the domination of a small group of professional 
world, idealist clergy, who msy be termed liberal, or left wing, depending upon your own political p hiloso ph y. 
This iroup has taken it upon themselves id speak in the name of 40,000,000 Protestants and have, as scoo- 
■eouenceTmsde the National Council one of the most potent political organisations to the country. Bitter 
directly or indirectly, through one of their many subdivisions, including denominational affiliated Social 
Action groups. -they have taken actions such as those listed below, plus many more: 

" * i. that the United States recognize Red Chins and admit Red China to the United Nations; 

.' 2. That the United States suspend atomic bomb testing, oven on s urdlaterlal haato; 

S. That the United States show greater willingness to let World Courts settle < 

4. That a purely national concept of security to wrong: 

5. That the United States aboltoh universal military training; 



-:' 6. That the House Un-American Activities Committee be abolished; (N.C.C. members in this 

placed a full page advertisement to the Washington Post and took the lead to securing petitions) 

7. Thst the United States re-establish diplomatic relation* with Fidel Castro (R. W. Moon, Methodist 
,-'} Social Action). 

8. Active leaders to the August 28, 1963 -March on Waehmgton.* .*_ . • 

Assembly each composed of approximately two-thirds Clergy and one-third Laymen. At toe time of organ- 
isation to 1950. lay persons were represented by the National Ley Committee. The Netional Lay Committee 
opposed the Netional Council pronouncements on political, social and economic .matters butibe General 
Board refused to publish or publicize the Lsy opposition. Finally, to order to silence ^°»°«° 0D /J^ 
Ceneral Board, on March 17. 1954, took action to dissolve the National Lay Committee as of June 80^1955. 
SteetoafdlS wlth^o?ffectfveoppo«ltion, the National Council, or affiliates lismd. have "****V°2*£ 
listed above on political matters. It is Interesting to note tost Dr. E^«* C*™ ^ate T^JSSISRSA 
National Council of Churches when the National Lay Committee headed by Mr. J. Howard Pew waa refused an 
extension of life. 

Any Lay person who now dares to speak out against actions of N.C.C. to accused of making scurrilous 
attacks amLhetog from the Ultra-Right (Communist term for one who 0PP 0M «gfSI^Ji*^.5 U ?? "iSi 
Bed Manifesto of December 5. 196oFThe New Drive Againat the And-Communtot Program - July 11, 1961 
U. S. Government printing office). / . 

The Communist Party under the direction of Frank Wilkinson organized a nation-wide &|* to** "** 
the HmisVtommltVee « UnAmerican Activitiea. TMs drive ™***&^ £*™&^^n£?5 
prepaganda pieces that the Communlat Party used waa the fuU-pageadvenieenient to toe New Y©* Jtoes of 
*a Fe&uary 22. 1962 urging that H.C.U.A. be abolished. This •^erteement carries ^°»^S^SSSSSi 
% manVpreinlneni Tchurchleaders. While N.C.C. mey take no official board action supporting this CcAmuntot 
1% liStfve7^fac7 regain, thst top N.C.C. leader. sre .^^••^'J^^^S^SSSu^^SS 
objective. There to no likelihood thst the National Council of Churches o^ sffi^d denoeatoattons will 
do anything to counter this drive on the pan of the Communist Party. Chis indicates tacit approval. 



Dr. Eugene Csrson Blake led the demonstration to Baltimore directed against a ps*ws«e>ly^»wiae)d ami 

menVpsA ta^u£ 1&3. He knew thathe was breaking the tow. yet he. ^^^^^SSiT^SSo^ 

mass demonstration. Socialism requires the breakdown of property rights of toe ^T»^.fi»* e *JSSS 

muntom! Itere is an example of thetengthsto which N.C.C. leaders will go to order to bring about a sodal- 



i aetlc, one-world, one church society.' 



Socialism end Communiam have much to common. The leaders of the National ^Council oT Churches tare 
•cti^bSSSmedtor every piece M Socialistic legislstion that haapasse^ 
N.CX. came into being. They have In fact teen the instigators of much of it. 



The Church, as an organization, does not belong to politics. Only a toy twsolt can get them o ut 
clergVtS^ected an organization aa stated above wGch assures the clergy complete control. 
Csples Mlled to me f 3 J. sad me Meets Csewittee ea Ua-Aweriesa AcwvMes 
' COMMITTEE OF CHRISTIAN LAYMEN. sNC. 
Additional copies of this •Open Letter- are available upon request. All literature •est on the teee-will 
offering plan. 

GOSPEL TRACT SOCIETY. INC 2S02 Blee tiog e Blvi. IConses City. He. .4129 

• _ . . ,. 



December 17, 19C5 
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J/jr. Hoover received your letter of December 14th 
and asked me to advise you that the FBI has never released a 
statement either approving or disapproving toe national Council 
of Churches. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Helen W. Candy 
Secretary 
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Mr. l>'l-a«i 

Mr". Ti -il.r 

Mr. '"n-|*»r 

Mi. i*;il : nhnn 

Mr. Cunr**! ..... 

Mr. F-lt 

Mr. i; p > . .. 

M^'VoHsln 

Mr. V«yl . — y~ 

Dee. 14, l#fe.{al;£Z 



Hr. J* Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Washington, D.C. 20535 



Dear **• Hoover, 



Tits II ,lmr» 

M;m Gandy 
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About a month ago I wrote you inquiring about any 
public statements you have made about the National 
Council of Churches* We have a reader information service . . ,.-. i 
and one reader, had called and asked if you have ever made \J H|! 
any public statements about the Council.' / t l 

four secretary replied that you were out' of town 
but would be shown ay letter upon your return* She said 
■aterlal in F.B.I, files is confidential. 
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II did not asked for any material from the £Lle3. 
I simply asked vha£* statements , if any, you have made 
publicly about the National Council of Churches. I don't 
{ care if there is or is not material on the Rational Council 

Iof Churches in F.B.I, files. All I care about is knowing 
whether you have made any public statements about the 
Council and, if so, where I could obtain copies* 



Sincerely, 
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J>£C-1G 14,65 
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December 20, 1665 
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Tour letter of December 14th has been received. 
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In response to your Inquiry, information contained 
in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will under- 
stand the reason for this policy and why I am unable to furnish the 
data you requested. I hope you will not infer either that we do or 
do not have material in our files relating to the National Council 
of Churches. I can assure you that I have not made any public 
statement regarding this organization. 

Sincerelyjrours, c: 

4r. '■'• . ' 



*: '- 



NOTE: On the basis of the information furnished, correspond3nt is 
not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Uoc-nber 14, .'>o> 

Honorable. J. lio ar Hoover 

Director, i*>d*ral Pur.^u of invert L».;ati on 

Vastiiiifcton, i). u. 



."-:*- 



: * 



itor.r r.r. hoover; 

J ar;. cnairaun of a committee of our enure:., aooointed 
by u..e wnairn*an uf t^rTe doard of ^tevurds, to asc rtain 
sor.:c trutn about . tne^ational wouncix of uiiurcnes. 
% ixi you b3 #;ind enough to answer the iolxov.in^ Questions? 

At L/irector wf the FBI nave you made any public state:.v-.iits j 
ab'j.:t tne ft. u. of o.? If you h^vc pxuase give* n-e the £i£tj 
of any such statements* t>r copies: if avaiaaoxe. ~ | 

Tw your knowledge has there ever been any Question as to 
tnt* character, affiliations or interests of o;iy of tne 
officers of t:is or^anizui-on? 

If you v;iii answer tne tbovc for x^e and p-ve »*.e a;iy ot;ier 
information restive tc tus activities uf this council i 
wixl be indebtec to you and it will hoio to sottxe soize 
Question:. Li trie i.;inds of some ;'.oc oeo-ilc. 
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November 30, 10C5 
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I received your letter ' of Uoveriber IStb 
and f?ant to thank you fcr your Interest in writing. 

.Vlth respect to yo-ir inquiry, th? matter 
you mentioasd U one to fce decided by yc.v eJwrtf mem- 
oership. I ppjret I ennnoi be o.r help but tru3t you v.»iil 
understand. 

Sincerely your s, 



j. Eduac )>.wc. 



1 - St. T.ouij - r.ncl05ui-c 



NOTE: Correspondent is not idsziifiable in 3ufiles. 
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■orator 18, 1965 
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Mr. J* Edgar Hoover . 

Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Director of Joetioe 

Washington, D. C. 



i 



I 



Dear Sir* 

Ferhape you can aa|4fl^j e ulth a p roblem that X aa deeply eon- 

the Church Council of the 
St, Loois. Missouri* iddeh 
Synod of the United Church ot Christ, 
i*ieh la, ae I understand it, a aenbcr of th^fratio nal Council 
of Churches. ' 




i 



Oar Minister haa approached us aith a radical idea that scow 
Tezy questionable. Be ia peoposlng that several of our young 
people diecontinue attending church, although they voold eoa- 
tinue to render financial support to the church, and Beet la 
groups of six to twelve la the heme of aeabcrs of these groups f 
without the direction of the ordained ainistry of the church t*r 
the purpose of 'trying to find our relationship to Christianity*. 

Several of our aeabera have questioned thle for varloua 
hovevsr, the question of eomnietie tendencies haa 

bora* I or no aeaber of our oongregstion oan possibly 

exactly vhat this approach lapUea, hot va do apparently aeed 

** m ff™»«*™«*l1 Mfflr*"** °f.*°— *«**'M* W6 *» an expe^Tim 
eoaromisgj conronist organisation, and ocawiMfip^ tpgy pa"- ir 
you would be lb Kjio, pjeaac Iromerfl any inroraation that von feel 
iljf hr --— * - *=— ■ ' 

lows 
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enhversive 



lb fliliJILiAlng -Whether or aoi ihis actio* 
psttenu 2a 
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Mr. J. Mgar Hoover 
Vaehington, D. C. 



BoTeaber 18, 1965 
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eonatrned •• an accusation directed to oar ■inieter, tha Mlaaoarl 
Qmod, or tha Rational Conneil of Chnrchaa. Bat as African 
citisene, ve arc oeriouely eoncamad aa to lAat action ve eboalft 
take on thia Batter. 

1 vould like to take thia opportunity to thank you for your 
anticipated aeaietanee. 
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Ycur latter of November 8th was received during 
Mr. Hoover's absence. You may be certain your comraunlcatio:! 
vill be brought to hi6 attention upon his return. 

I know he would want me to tell you that information 
contained in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Ju3tice. I hope 
that ycu will not infer eithsr that there it* or is net data in the files 
of this Burftfv relating to the rations? Council of Churches. 

. Also, the FBI does not issue clearances or non- 
clearances of any type i / 



Very truly yours. 
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Helen T'. Candy 
Secretary 
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kr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and PennsJ-va-da 
Washington, B.C. 



Dear fcr. Hoover, 

A Korth Carolira minister recently made a public statensnt 
in^.ich be said your office had issued a atatenent "clearing" 
the Hatio-al Council of lurches of any taint of aubversion. 



► •— •» ~. # §m 



One of our readers has challenged the sdnieter'e 
atatenent on grounds that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation- is purely an investigative agency and does 
*ot issuance Blearances for persons or organisations. 

Has the F.B.I, any atatcaent of record concerning the 
Katdcral Council of lurches? Vould you please forward 
a copy to ne. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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I have received your letter of November Btb, and 
the kind sentiments you expresseu serve as a source cf encourage- 
ment ior Die. You may be sure I will strive to merit your continued 
approval. « 

In response to your inquiry, information contained 
in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance vita 

, regulations oi the Department of Justice. I au sure you will under - 

; stand the reason for this policy and why I am unable to iurnish the 
data you requested. 1 hope you will not infer either that v/e oc or 

.; do not have information if. our files relating to the Nation;; 1 Council 

•; of Churches. 

* * 

! JiLcerely yours. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory inlormation concerning _ 
Ue have enjoyed prior limited correspondence, and our last let 
3-20-63. 
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Ilovorbcr 8, 1965 




Mr. J. Ldgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 












Since there is so much confusion and controversy being cir- 
culated in our churches regarding the National Council of 
Churches, I decided to write you "regarding this. We are 
fceing told that the National Council is aiding the Communists 
and since I consider myself a good American, and s trictly 
opposed to Communism , it would be a great comfort to roe if 
you could send me any information you have on this subject* 

Kay Cod bless you and continue to give you the blessings of 
good health so you may remain in the F.B.I. , as we need you 
as never before with this terrible cancer of socialism and 
communism that is spreading over our lane. 



zd Arcrican, 
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November 17, 1965 
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Your communication war received on November 15th. . ^ 

^Tille I would like to be of assistance to you, the :,: 

matter to which you referred does not come within the investigative r ^ 
Jurisdiction of the FEI, based upon the facts which ycu furnished. ^ 

Since the topic of your inquiry may he. of interest to another 
governmental agency, I am referring a copy of your communication 
to the Commissioner, Internal Revenue Service, Washington, n. C. 
lor whatever action may be considered appropriate. 

Sincerely yours, 



NOTE: Bufife s reflect^ § .as cooperated with us in the past 

ron^ n l inf0r ? T ati0n 0n 12 - 10 / - 41 regardin^dividual whom he ' 
considered pro-Nazi. During 9/42 he likewise made information available 
concerning an individual whose loyalty he questioned. He received 

Sf^to atC i e V-t FS of ftanks £or Ws interest-in communicating with this 
Bureau. Bufiles contain no record concerning his company. 
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The F.B.I. 
Washington, D.C. 

* I 

t ll-13-«65 

Gentlencn; Will you please advise 
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why the Internal Kev e mie Dspt. continues 

to let USA Citizens contribute to the: 

^ i 

. :.%tlonaj. Council of Churches and use . 

i 

these r;ifts as tax deductions on their 
Federal Tax Return each year, when the 
Law concerning deductable items states' 
specific afcy that any Cause soliciting 
gifts as chpjrity does not qualify es a 
oause if it engages in loboying in 



tfJ> 



£> 



/ 
COPIES DESTROYED 

2 7 0£C 1 



.'■•en- 



L'-v 



Washington or elsewhere in politics^ 
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Your letter of November 5th has been received. 



In response to your inquiry, information contained in 
our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance .vilh 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I arc sure y?*j *iil uaJer- 
ttand the reason for this policy and why I am unable lo Tarnish t'.e 
data you requested. I hope you will not infer either that vvc do or 
do not have information in our files relating to the National Council 

of Churches. . . - . 

.- • -^ 

• * 

Sincerely yours, 1 r l 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record oi 
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Fed?r?l Bureau of Investigation 
Wash±s£ton, Iu C* 

Ocntlencn 



^ 
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I iionder If you could give no a brief staterant which vould be usable in stating 
the status of the-' National Council of Churches* 






a have set with a cunber of accusations of this organisation which I faow i s not 
jtrae* It is to the effect that the National Council of Churches is a eoantctLsidc 

organisation. 

I tc&ievd talis ori^natos vdth a Ctrl Kaclhtyre who broadcasts orer radio, and i&ich 
is picked t» in this are:; for broadcast* There probably are others also who sake such 
WIID rrtatsnents* 



It is ny opinion that the Anerican Council of Churches led ty tliis nan Ifcclntyre 
is to religion, what the John Birch Society is to politics* It stirs vp contention 
and questionings, which* in sp opinion, is. just what the m ssaxnists want* 

tap stateaent which you can give ne, which will help, will be gt^atly appreciated 
for it is rather difficult to counteract such, without sor.c concrete backing* 

Thank you* 
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Memorandum 



lir. A-. II.. Belmont . , .'"'- DATtOctobcr 26, 1955 



om Mr. 17. C. Sullivan 
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jUECr: NATIONAL COUKCIL OF CHURCHES - 

i Some press accounts have indicated that the national Council 
; 'of Churches has recommended that China be admitted to the United f 
■Nations. These press accounts are false. On talking to reverend' » 
Janes C- -Moore today, he advised we that recently a conference of * 
delegates oZ various Protestant churches affiliated with t>e National 
Council of Churches net in St. Louis. They discussed and considered 
\ many, j.:any different religious and social issues and set forth a 
; ? J list ox their findings and suggestions. Among them was: 

"The United States without prejudice to its own pplicy ". 

of diplo.mtic recognition sees its opposition to the " it! 

Eer.tinr: of the J-eoples Republic of China in the United ' 

Nations rndcr conditions which take into account the 
welfare, security, and future political status of Taiwan. 
Crx'eful study should be given to recognizing diplomatic: 
communications with Ret! China (Feoplcs Republic* of China) 
and conditions under which diplomatic recognition nirrM 
be appropriately extended.' 



it 



Reverend Moore pointed out that all those findings and . . 

I suggestions will be sent to the national Council of Churches for 
consideration. He.saicTne sees no lildihooi that the Board of the 
Kational Council of Churches would vote in favor of admitting Kcd 
China to the United Nations. Kc pointed out that the last time that 
.-, such a suggestion was sent to the national Council of Churches as a 
•J result of a conference held it was voted dow«? strongly. Another 
\:l c.ie of the findings of this ruccnt c- iii'crencc'wns that the Christian 
=i churches of the United States ehoul'". take every opportunity to 
establish contact wit'n Christians in China. Still another finding- 
was thnt every effort si- >uld be laat'e to involve lice". China, ir. dis- 
r-.\ia;nei;t talks end to control nuclear wer.;;cus in the China area. 
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Your letter of October 28th has teen received. 



o 



Iii re&i/onse to your inquiry, information contained 
in oar files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice . I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy and why I am unable to furnish 
the data you requested. I hope you v/ill not inier cither Uiat wt do 
or do not have information in our files relating to the National 
Council of Churches. 



Sincerely yours, 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Defiles. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 



October 28, 1965 



Would you be able to give me any information you may 
have available regarding the activities of the National Council of _ 
Churches? -.—.—. 



; 3 



I have heard and read much about the things it advocates 
and have arrived at the conclusion that it leans to the , pink f side to say 
the ieast. Several years ago I seem to remember that the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities actually accused the Council 
of siding tfith the Communists. 
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I do not want any information for publicity purposes. 
I am active in our local church and would like very much to set my 
mind at rest because I am beginning to suspect the trend away from 
good Americanism. In other words, I am be/inning tc be very con- 
cerned that our denomination belongs to the Council. Perhaps, you 
could guide me to some reliable source if you are unable lo giw me 
the desired information. 

Sincerely, 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 




For sometims there has been charges that the National 
Council of Churches has subversives operating within it's ranks. 
, According to a newspaper article you and the late President Kennedy 
are quoted as saying that the council is clear oX any "taint of subversion •—• .■ 

of communism. I am writing you because I know you will give me 
a straight answer to the questions. 

-V* 

^ I have been an admirer of the bureau all my liie and 

% feel even closer now that so many government agency personnel 

3| are falling into liberalism. 

I? 

3| Would you please give me an answer to this important 

l«| question? ;r. ~. 

% 

i* I would also like to tell you how much I enjoyed you 

y book "Masters of Dec iet". At my suggestion our Civitan Club gave 

^ a copy to the graduating class at the local high school. I have tried 

}. to practice your advice given in the book.and I believe I have the 

A NCC in the proper perspective but I would like your opinion since 

% this article quoted you as clearing the NCC. 

Sincerly REC"^5 
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I have received your letter of October 22nd, 
with enclosure, and the Interest which prompted your consmtira- 
cation is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, Information contained 
In our files must be maintained as confidential In accordance with 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I am sure you will under- 
stand tho reason for this policy and why I am unable to furnish the 
data you requested. 

I am enclosing a copy of my recent speech, whicii 
I hope you will enjoy reading. The envelops you furnished is being 
returned. 

Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (2) 

Correspondent's envelope 

The Faith of Free Men j 

NOTE: Buttles contain no record of correspondent. 
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October 22,1965 





United States Deportment of Justice 
ledertl bureau of Investigation 
Washington fc.C. 20535 






fiear Sir; 



I am writing in regard to the tforld Council of Churctcc and Bttional 
Council of Churches. I have heard so such about then being Comsnmist front 
organizations and their leaders being Coonucis'ts thtt I would like to find 
out fro© you if this is true. I would also like to know if they hf>ve part- 
icipated in any subversive activities. 

Also I mm wondering about tbrtia Luthor Kng and the Efegro Civil Eights 
demonstrations. I h»ve heard that he is a cotunmist end that the denonstra- 
tions mre led by coanunists. Is this true? 
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% 



I would appreciate an answer to these question:, %s toon as possible. 
Also any other pertinent information that you may have coacerning the Calif, 
area. 

I as enclosing a self -addressed stamped envelope for your convlence. 



Thank you 
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October 21, 1965 



KEC- C2 . 




Your letter of October ICtli has been received. 



Via 
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In response to your inquiry, information con- 
trJnedl in oar files must be maintained as confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 
I am sure you will understand the reason for this policy and 
why I axi unable to furnish the data you requested. I hope 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have information 
In our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Sinecrely yours, ; 
JJW^E. Bower 
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Mr J. Edger Hoover. 
Dear Sir 






I 



n 



i 



I am very much concerned about the Situation of 
our country. May I ask you just one question? this is about 
The National Council of Churches.' from the information that I 
gather. I am led to believe that the National Council of Churches 
are communist fronts or at least communist inspired ami " 
correct? is it possiable for you to give me this information 

Will appreciate anything you can tell me 

Respectfully yours 
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Your letter of October 3th hat bsea receive;!. 

*"• lth respect to your inquiry, there apparently 
it; a juisunder£tan:!in fc ;. Neither Assistant Director "'iliiam C. 
Sullivan nor an} otier representative ol this Bureau has re- 
leased a report en the National Council of Churches. There- 
fore, I am certain you will understand why I cannot be cl help 
in this instance. 

Enclosed is eoi-e literature a fc hopii will be 
cf interetl to you. *.>aterial which tils Btireau Is privileged 
to disseminate is Lent fr«u of charge. 



MAILED 25 

i.Cl ,• -• 1935 
cot/N'-Fm 
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riiicsrsly yours, 
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Enclosures (2) 

Faith in Or J —Our Answer To Corarauni3m 
Cur Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 

1 - Minneapolis - Enclosure -^ - " 

KCTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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" lO-b-65 



I- 



F.B.I. Office 
Dear Sirs 

of Churches? 



'/I/ r.-- 

Where can I get the Sullivan report on the Fed Council 



I would like 6 or so copies if Possible. & if you have 
them would you forward them to me. . 

If there are any charges for them will be glad to mail 
you check or money order for them. 



report. 



Will be very happy to hear from you in regards to this 

Yours truly 
/s/ 



^4 




w 



F* 






KEC-tS 



. '' , 



i COT lo EC* 






*-4m* 



-v . 

-3 



. • 



October 11, 1D65 
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I - >4 . Your lctter <>* October 4th, with enclosure, has 

\\ :* been received. ' 

| -^ In response to your inquiry, information contained 

r- In our files ir.ust be maintained as confidential in accoidince wi«', 

regulations ol tlie Department of Justice. I an^ sure ryj 17UI un^r- 

> ~ fitaaJ the reason for this policy and wh? I an urn&e to coma ea*7s 

j & you oesirc. I hope you will not infer cither thtt we do or do co fc 

" g have data in our files relating to the National Cou;iai o! Cteirchas. 

. 1 Sincerely vours. '' ' 






§ig 1 Sincerely yours, ^ 



Si 






i NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Correspondent's 
self -addressed, stamped envelope is being utilized in reply. 
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10/4/65 
Dear Sirs:- %£.''■ 



I have heard many reports that the National Council * ; 
of Cherches is listed as a. subversive organization. 

Can you tell me if they have been thoroghly 
investigated by your Dept, and what the report is? Are they 
infiltrated by communists communest oriented, or are there any 
card carrying communists among them. 

Sincerely yours 

/s/ 

P. S. Seft addressed envelope" 









/ / 



< 




«-. 



« 



^•-* 
V 






si 



I 



u 

*? 

3 






« 






ft 



'•/«/tr 



x 



/ ,<ba*K sAi&xit 7itaA+y s\fjn*%& 

i*~c*1cf*&(' Jj f*u,i &*f>ti ***J v*4+£'1L* 
sup*-** "? dx* fay l^UJZyJb/ Uy e*~~~~»* 
ft crUm^ZiJj rx cl-^l &*>**- 6~y> C~*J 



■i-J«. 



On***********- 



**—&• 



,,l H ll f V<* 



tf>M«M^ 



Zhf~. 



f 0U^O 




PS, ^Ut aJ*6*v>**/ *£***&**< **€X*+*«. 








£i ^ 5 !; W«0 



VlO-I-bs muA- 






•r* 



i- 



-— -v 



« -.-• 



^* 






October 7 9 1965 



* j 



% * 



HI 

M 



1 




I" * 
n i 



-J— 



— ** CJ> 



I have received your letter of October 2nd. 



*-Ho 



, In response to your "inquiry, information contained - 

in our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance \vith 
re^ulatioi*s of the Department of Justice: I am sure you will under- 
stand the reason f ^r this policy and why I am unable to comment as 
you desire. I hope you will not inf2r either that we <?;> or do not 
have daia in our files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

The paragraph to which you referred is not attributed 
to me in the booklet you mentioned, ana I can assure you that I have 
never made such a statement. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Eogar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record olxcrrespondent. An examination 
of this pamphlet in Bufiles reflects ^| has misconstrued the 

passage on page 14. One paragraphsefflWfflrxomment by the Director 
on the film, "Operation Abolition, " and the paragraph which follows is 
exactly as she quoted; however, it is not attributed to the Director. She 
has obviously misinterpreted this passage (?? -3455-11). in view of the 
mention of the Director in the one immediately preceding. 
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October 2, 1965 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, X>. C. 
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Sear Sir: 
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At a business meeting of our church X was appointed 
the chairman of a committee of three to study into the 
National Council of Churches. It is the wish of some in 
the church to withdraw from the American Baptist Con- 
vention in order to sever relations with the K.C.C. A 
vote will be taXen in the near future. The main issue is 
the accusation of Communism in the N.C.C. 

The booklet Has The Methodist Church Gone Ksd? t by 
A. H. tie-Greger, attributes the following statement to 
you: "Protestants everywhere should demand that their 
churches get out of the National Council* thus^rtuittlng 
• off their money supply." y , 

Ky question is, did you make the above statement? 
If so, do you still at this time recommend withdrawal 
from the Council, and upon what do you base your stand? 

As Christians and loyal Amsric.ane we wish to make 
the proper deoieion. He would greatly value your advice 
in the matter. 



Sincerely 
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j received. 



Your Icttor o£ Sc^teml-er L2ad t Trith enclosures, has ts5n 
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Tho Coasaiv.nist Party in this country has attempts to in- 
filtrate anu subvert every torment of oar society. Tiu JParty's efforts, 

hov.ever, are bein* ( ' - *« .. . .. • 

Investigation, arrest 

spread, internment pu: ._ _ r ,.. v . 

achievements are bcins .'.ccoiaplishsd '.hiousa orderly, le^al proceJurss. 

Denpite the above, the world coa.»n»nici co&splracy and 
Its aivoca*: o in the Untied Statrs contlnae to p:»: c a te^ic threat to our 
country. Ii is important that our citizens educate thcxselv&s co&cgruia,: 
the true nature of this insidious philosophy in or&r tret they will be able 
to rs&lst Us erodinj influence. At the caae ti.de cppositiojHg comaunisji 
must be careful and constructive aod fccr,t v. » thin the dee process of lav/. 
It is iiot eno> ~h to be merely against communlsa. V e should exhibit in 
positive vf?.ye the superiority of our form of gowrn:ne:*t over any foreign 
ideoi^jy. 

While I would lllco to ba of tvxtl^r assistance to yc-u, inlor v^- 
'^ tion contained in our flics uvot be maintain?*:? a« c?nfld?£Ual in rceordance 

^ Trith regulations cf the Department of &*s±ic*» I ana cure you will mterr\zaft 

*| j'y the reason fo:* this policy and t.hy I aoi unable to co am?nt as you ^eaire. 



,• Sincerely yourr, 

; NOTE: Dufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

JRP:ejc • . :• .' - - 

(3) ' 






ft r 



MAtLHOOM 



C^ TcurrrfEUKrrCD 



J. 







United Str.tcs Department of <usxicc 
Federal Turr«u of Investigation 
'••Ashington 25, D»C. 
J» Ed^rr hoover 
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Dorr Sir: 

I nrrd advice, I nra jutt # i- housewife, Lul Lelicvc 
in Cod *nd £0 io chirch. The enclosed •it-ocrs^^'liisl 
3un<:ey f s lesson fro.; the literature, the cover lro..i 
the quarterly, the picture, and n. ;ae of the u; a vho vrate 
the- lesson. 

This is vhix I w;.nt to Jjnov, concerning -*he KiAituul 
Council of rimrcht-s of Christ in aerie;.. I h: ve re V 
ci. ay, amy, dnicics cjicernin- the iuj iiir. lian jf 
'Jox.iunists in the K.C.O.C, in the Uuiteu K&ti?»& rnu t«.e 
Federal Government, such t-a this article in vU Ititffou 
talks about, li^ny of these articles uoie yj^^f V seyiur 
this it a fuct* 

Xov. here i.* 1!;is less>n, t «is iunn is telling: us 
thesr t'liufs arc rritlc:; ly h. 1e on/.c is, (no ve art 
•;.i1 1> Leiirv. I'm ... I vouic liV the i;cls. I i*.n .7ntt.i1 
1 ? The plree ir.i; re I «ian't !cn •#*.; v-J..» t« Leli^ve. -no arc* 
our rucMiic-s rhere c. n ♦■..-, rs uninformed j>eo »ic, fii.<! the 
*.i«streis? I v.oiilr crrtiinly trpprccitt-. tny i'.f »r .; twa 
*'Ou coulc- smd t»i inr on th< John - irch 'ociety. 

n* r inJor .. tion y>u coulc' send *oi.tc_i.e jrery a c;; 
t^ rccii-trd. Think Jfou, 
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BIBLE LESSONS FOR ADULTS 



6m BIBLE TEACHES FOR ADIXTS far 
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Bible Lessons ron Adults, 
designed especislly for 
churches having only one 
adult class, can help you 
study the Bible. Die les- 
sons are based on the out- 
lines of the International 
Lesson Series. 

The September lessons 
conclude the unit on "Chris- 
tian Growth." In October 
and November the study Is 
based on nine Old Testa- 
ment biographies. 

On the twelve pages pre- 
ceding the lessons are help- 
ful articles. 

Why not use "Recognition 
of Church School Work- 
ers** in a service in your 
church? 

The Case Against Gam- 
bling*' should make re ad er s 
aware of the serious nature 
of the gambling problem. 

Do you look upon 
•Thanksgiving as Creative 
Responsibility*? 

•Check for the Truth* Is 
good advice lor all of us. 

A |«i»4*»1p* *t Thr *Mh»t*l 
C**nctt. pn«ml h* thr <***■! 
Hwutt of EtltMMtMtt thra«li tlv Sd>* 
tmmi IIivmi* «tet |M)4nl^l ««r. 
trdy fay OmSfd Pmi. thr fwnntluBi 
l«Mr*«« &% mnm* u% w* Thr *S*th- 
~J~t Ku-fcmg Hum*. Stt £«tith 



?K 



\«a.vgir, t* _ 

tmtrr to Mi; iM» Ml«enrta» to 
a«l» ulaal «4dn»Tfi Si • yf«r. Capr- 

t«M V ■**• M 

St** J i mp I'd 

I *£- t«1 fffMI L 

Vrr**«i of thr H«rfy Hrt4r. a<*tvnrii . 
Hfit by thr UrrWoa af ChMtsoi 
f^nnit»«i «| thr K«tW4MU Hi—il 
-i C Wrlw m «hr VaHftl Stairs * 
tfnii. m mmd hy »i nnwui. Thr 
Btmwtkmnl Lrv«un rW»* — U»»p 
•mJ thr hu»r vlftih/ Brt*» HlJM *» 
t**n-n*ltu<il U thr | to a** «f Tlirr*. 
Im Etlm-ntmm vf thr Xatoiof 4 
ft) «4 thr f Wrfcr* «f OhM 
Vwlrd rtlrtrr of Aim. AH _ 
nsO* hi th» ton**?**- m wan r ^ i n r d . 
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Growing to Vbtth 
Crowing Id Batf 
Craving in 



September go- i world 

Growing to 
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Waiter C. WiOissv > ^^ 
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October St: (World Serric* today) 
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Growing in Understanding 
And Patience 
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Am or ws Lxssoh: To d»ow how 
patience grows out of understanding. 

Memobt Seuctiok: Let us not be 

weary in well-doing: for in due sea- 

aon we shall reap, if we faint not 

— Gelations 9$ 

Reviled Standard Version; Lot us 
not grow weary in well-doing, for 
in due season we shall rev, if wo 
do not 1c 



Read toe Lesson F*om. Youn Bnts: 
Galatians 6:1-10; Philippians 4; 
Colossians 3: 12-15. We print below 
Philippians 4:1-7; Colossians S: 12- 
15 with interpretation and < 



Roy H. Ryon is tfce writer of ftis 
lesson. See page 12. 



The Need far 

Paul encouraged his friends in Phi- 
lippi to settle their arguments peace- 
fully, to be understanding, patient, 
and loving. People in our time would 
see a big difference in human re- 
lations if they took Paul's advice 
seriously. 

The high divorce rate illustrates 
one crucial area in which communi- 
cation between persons seems to 
have broken down. When marriage 
partners let little problems go 
solved, they finally m 



Misunderstanding also results 
when there is lack of communication 
between parents and children. Hus- 
band and wife, parents and children 
have to work at this matter of un- 



Sdf-undentanding is 
portent Many of the anxieties and 
frustrations which come to us could 
be avoided, or lessened, if wo could 
understand ourselves. Every 
tian must earnestly aeek to 
stand himself, his motives, and his 
reason for bring 

The Need far Hsmsqy 
PMKppisas 4 xl-l 

I Therefore, my brethren 
dearly beloved and longed far, 
my Joy and crown, as standfast 
la the Lord, my dearly beloved. 

I I beseech Eu-o'-di-^ [you- 
O-dee-us], and fccmch Syn'-ty- 
che [SIN-ti-kee], that they beat 
fiie same mind in the Lord. 

S And I entreat thee abo, tens 
yoke-fellow, help those women 
which laboured with me la the 
gospel, with Clement also, and 
with other my fellow-labourers, 
whose names are in the book cf 
Ufa. 

4 Rejoice h 
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«t Phflippi, 
Rod's nlk, fmd • rituatio 
couch like the Genua 



Only that* who 



tort to 



off ouch dktatoa. Wo 
called to •toad itst today. The 

the people In the church fail to eo- 
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\ Christ in America. Thirty-one de- 
\ nominations work together through 
the council to carry the Christian 
witness around the world* 

7%e preamble to the constitution 
of the National Council of Churches 
states the need for harmonious oo- 
i operation: In the Providence of 
1 Cod, the time has come when it 
seems fitting more fuDy to manifest 
oneness in Jesus Christ as Divine 
Lord and Savior, by the creation of 
an inclusive cooperative agency of 
the Christian Churches of the United 
States. . . " 
^—-Christians in one church can co- 
operate more fully with Christians 
of other churches if they understand 
other Christian groups. • 

Many people are criticizing the 
church. Same of these critics are out- 
side; others are inside the church. 
Let us examine some of their criti- 



"You Christians ring, *we are not 
divided, all one body we,* and yet 
there are over 250 denominations in 



1 work for better social condi- 
tions in our community, but 
of the opposition I face comes 
church people." 

The churches in our town 
most of their time fighting 
ether. Bow can people say they ' 
ship the same God when they are 
not even willing to take communion 



Have you heard such criticiaBis? 
How can we bridge the gap tfiet 
exists bet we en what we prof ess to 
believe and what we do? 

-Be of the same mind in the Locd* 
to the admonition that we find in 
Paul's Letter. What does this state- 
it mean to you? Being "of the 
mind in fl* Lord" means that 
we can disagree without being dis- 
agreeable, and we can have diff eren t 
ideas and still work 



*) Be Net Be 

/ PMHppteiu «*7 

/ I Let your moderation be 

J known unto all men. The Lord is 

I at hand. 

J f Be careful 

) in every thing by i 

: plication with thank*ivi&g jtt 

your requests be 
i unto God. 
I Y And <h*p«e» of God. which 

): 

/translates the phrase, -Be careful 
for nothing" as "have 
about anything.* 

Some per s ons try to Bve in the 
past, present, and future aD at the 
same time; and in ao doing 4hey 
make a great mistake. The sins and 
failures of yesterday crowd in 






God's 

We cannot live 
more than we can relive _ 
Today Is the only day we 
Learn to live weD each today, aw 
you wiD take care of both the pas 
and future. 

F»ulfchtW'4*L«dfe«tfcand.' 
The — rif yUrMinw 
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•sriy return of Jams Christ We 
nay net hold the nine view, hut 
as Christians we need to he aware 
that today could he our fast We need 
to live each day in useful way*. 

Anxiety should not he confused 
with fear. Anxiety results when we 
•re threatened by conscious or un- 
conscious factors that produce • 
situation which we cannot solve. 

Row can a person avoid anxiety? 
It is easy to say, "Don't worry," hut 
It Is not always easy to keep from ■ 
worrying. Paul said, In everything 
by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God" (Philto- 
pians 4:6). Why don't you substi- 
tute prayer lor worry? 

A Christian should not worry, but 
he should be concerned. Concern Is 
a sign of love. 



lfce Vanei Ratios* 



lbe anxious spirits of 

be healed If they 

Paul's counsel, "Let*your 
be made known unto God." We are 
to ask m the spirit and attitude of 
^^ He prayed, «Wot my will but 



12 Put on , 

elect of God, holy and 



of mind, 



IS Forbearing one 
forgiving one another, If _ 
have a quarrel against any 
as Cnrist forgave you, so 
P*. 

14 And above all thest . 
put on charity, which sithe 
of pert 
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God has called us through the 
church to Christian witness end re- 
demptive action in society. We eve 
celled to work at reconciliation 

Where there are wounds— we wiD 
seek to be the healing balm. We will 
try to bring understanding among 
persons. We do not build fences to 
separate men from men, and men 
from God. We are bridge builders, 
engaged in the task of bringing in- 
dividuals and groups dooer to each 
other in genuine understanding. 

Mercy, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, and kngruffering 
are important Christian virtues. The 
goodness of the Christian life is not 
reflected in those who are hard and 
unkind. 

The love of God in our hearts 
places upon us the demand to do 
flood and aeek the well-being of 
others. Persons grow in forbearance 
and patience n they learn to live 
with those who do not think Just 
as they think. 

Bow do you respond when your 
Ideas and viewpoints are in conflict 
with another's ideas and viewpoints? 
As long as there can be dialogue 
(two-way communication) b e t w een ' 
those who have differences of opin- 
ion, mere is nope* 

The disciples came to Jesus with 
a question. TLord, how often sbaD 
we forgive those who sin against 
ws? Shall we forgive them asven 



ef Gad 

IJ5 

IS And 1st the peaot ef God 

ruk fa your hearts, t» the which 
aim ye are called in one body; 
and be ye -hankfuL 
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Pfcacs comb to those who love God. 
This is an inward peace whkh the 
world cannot give 

Ibere are hate peddlers all 
our nation today. Some of them 
operate under the guise of religion. 
Dr. Tom Shipp, pastor of Lows 

{Lane Methodist Church in Dallas, 
tells of being in another part of the 
nation on a preaching mtffrm After 
the service, a man came by end in* 
vited him to dinner. The man said 
that be had made $150,000 the previ- 
ous year by producing and distribute 
ing pamphlets attacking the fails is1„ 
government, the United Nstktts, and 
the National Council of Churches. 
Dr. Shipp feh that he had met the 
before. Later be realized that 
s in the Dallas Jail that he had 
Been the man. 
Do not let youndf be taken fa 
by those *>rho peddle hate and 
suspicion. Bow much better it is to 
for 
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They thought (hey ' 
usually generous, but Jesus 
what his disciple* were thinking .He 
told them there was so limit to for* 
giveoess. 

Men and w omen who haxbor ID 
wiD and hatred in their hearts ean 
never be free to grasp the greater 
realities of God. Only he who for* 
gives is capable of receiving God's 
forgiveness. We learn to forgive by 



Thiriciag Together 



2. Bow may 
fending among the 



of the 



2. What are 
strengthen the witness of the 
tian church around the world 

1. Do you understand the 
nation and work of the National 
Council of Churches? Ask ; 
tor to help your class 
atand this organi 

4. What is the difference 
fear and anxiety ? 

f. What is worry? Bow 
It? ^ 
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Check for the Truth 

By HENRY M BULLOCK 

All that glitter/ is m$t ydi. 
All that f 0m best it tut /#/ ' 

All that yurtmd is tut truth. 
**a t ht mfrsid t* ehtck. 
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I HAVE in my library m ,&& 
Prated, bound volume published 
JJMw i ego and purpoiting'L m* .k. 
^IbMheend^b^lS^ 
•ner its publication! TJ^" — «•— 
«**«* the Bibleiwrfo 
^»ed that ceruin^eu . 
£«*! the president, an* the 
Catholic Church jm^J wV 
«»• fori days. — 

: » mjy^haye sounded plauatble to 
acme readers twent* invars aao 
when it was written— especially it 
cue was against the political party 
and candidate the writer was iden- 
tifying with anti-Christ But lor- 
tunately the world did not accom- 
modate 1h« writer bjrjtaang to an 
abrupt and. VKjXIi 

And the book todaynfoaws what 
It really was— the work of either a 
misguided sealot or a political char- 
latan. He was willing to smear a 
church, a president, and' Congress 
to justify his prejudice and advance 
his candidate, party, •ad church. 
Unfortunately there have been many 
such mistaken aealots throughout 



radio programs, 
^l%tedm« _ 

»W n ,Chrisnans have apadal 
^S*^? study their own Bfefo, 

SSrS«fL^p «* f*w«f 

2~^ ^ew Teatamant, m3Sr 
£■<*« «nd what the ^S ni$ 

ifcth^OrtatiaMahouldni * 

^mttuteC^'ano-tmtt ___ 
Christiana arc beyond the pahMot 
they need to keep their eyes^apan 
and s e arch tor me truth amid aO 
the propaianda of our day, 
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AH4hat glittanvii 
mat you hea/fc not a 

you read is mot truth. In w _ 

of cross fire between propaganda 
on the radical left and the radical 
right, dent be afraid to ask the fol- 
lowing questions: 

2. Who arid it? Did he actually 
any It? Who published it? abating 



We are now witnessing attacks on 
great American leaders, on the gov- 
ernment, on churches, and wmtrib? 
of churches. These attacks came In 



may mean the author is hiding. Aak 
yourself why. '/ 

- r Where is the mmA* U » —- 
aational charge V hoi 
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School Pabliesttms, Game! Bead 

of Ito aUtbodM Chanh, Wailiillh, 9™ 
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proof of n* truth . Much that to to 
. v*Co«0reftrioiialBecerd to personal 
opinion, as anyone can we by exam* 
totag ofew toeues. 

S. Bead «thepnepriii«^ dWt de- 
pend on lmdlines.Beadk^ arc de- 
aigned to get the attention of the 
reader, but they nay alio convey a 
totally ir«fi««*«f understanding of 
. what happened. 

4. Note the data of • statement. 
Don't bate your opinion on an out- 
of-date quotation. Great American* 
have been maligned »rwmmuntot 
dupes because during^orld Warjl 
they, along with President Boos* 
velt and General BsenheweT, eup- 
ported oooperation 'wltb* Buetia, 

mftteib- 



amy? A key weed 
at the beginning 



phrase kft out 
id of a sentence 

_ , „_, met the whole 

meaning. By Itself a stogie aentance 
or even an entire paragraph to often 
jf.^.'UmAtmf a quotation out of non- 
text can make anyone seam lo any 
what he doesnH mean. 

6. Watch for trick photography 
and erisTcadtng caption* which can 
nake a picture seem to be what It 
to not 

7. W atch the eeosetoationt that 
pW jom^ a^-petJtioM tor, or — 
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malidoiu divider, or propogerili'efar 
mibvrr^ rfihe kft or tfaOjB^ 

taftlq h 
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THE IND OF YOUR SEARCH K>k A WUENDtY CHURCW 

October 20, 1965 
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J. Edgar Hoover -^ •'" 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Terhaps someone on ycur staff vill be kind enough to send ee soaie 
information. 

As an active comber of a Sunday School Class and^Church we have 
h... discussions on the cerits or faults of the Actional Council 
of Churches. ___—-————_. 

Our Church is a iceaber of the Council but it is our "free choice 
whether v;e support it or not. 

In seeking information we are not trying to discredit anyone or 
prove anyone ri^ht — v;e ere seefcinr to find as nearly as possible 
the truth. 

The question: f 'ie the KCC Coranunist-inf iltrated?" 

Vi> are a small group but ve would like to uphojo tf.e JTCC if it .is 
what the organization says It is— • on the other hand if it i9 what 
others say it is we would not want to support it. It is so ccn- . 
fusing, I decided to ask someone 2 thought would really knov:. 

Any information on this would be appreciated* 
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GO^RNMENT 

y Memorandum,' 

*° < Director, FBI 






bats: 9/20/55 
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SAC, Indianapoli 



subject: 
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•SEARCH (CC 
AND TOURS' 
Buded 9/20/65 



PONDENCE 




ReBuairtel to IP dated 9/8/55* captioned! 
tie has been changed to Include first name 
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>5, was orally acknowledged. 

formerly 



was contaci 

Bureau 

Ige 70, now retired, stated he was . . 

the United Brethren Church and later In the 
Methodist Church. 

Since his retirement he spends much of his time 
reading and writing. He Is concerned with the gains made 
by the Communists in the United States and stated he- 
believes from the articles he has read that th^M&tion*! 



•V 



ftonnfrjM of Churches Is at least sympathetic with the 
Communis? rarvy. A//^' 

1 Bstated he feels that J. EDGAR HOOVER 
and the FB^stanaTft^he last bulwark against Communism In 
the united States and he has the highest regard for He. 
HOOVER and his organisation. 
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.e was «diq djt 

a Methodist tt 
atjfl piad i 
n by J. EDGAR 




'st ated h e was told by The Reverend i 

Minister, Bevel 
^^^^^ a photostatic copy of 
a letter of apology written by J. EDGAR HOOVER to the R ational 
ill of Churches. He was also told 
a Methodist Minister no w att 
:opy of .a^sJnllar letter, fl p v:no was transferred 
from fl Ibo M |fc told him TH^ was packed among 

his bel es sc r could not make it available at that 
time. 






Lf e had 




d vised 



stated he and. 
the Reverend _, 
the Pastor of ^^^^^ 
is a photostatic TBJy^T a letter from 

HOOVER praising the National Council of Churches ' 

(not the Methodist Church) for £b^ffood work It, Hie National 
Council of Churches Is doiiiej | assured him he would 
locate this letter and lefl l^ead It. 





ated a few days after | pwrote to 

HOOVER J A told him he looked through his files . 
d not lo| Ltfi^hfi. copy of the letter from Mr. HOOVER, 
stated^ Slid not look him to^he eye when he 
he coulanorand Ifc^^faathe.nad'a feeling 

was lieing to him. M B stated he feels 

sure that the above lndlvlduaT^aoTWW ave p hotostatic 
copies of any communications from Mr. HOOVER pertaining to 
the National Council of Churches, or If they do, that the 
photostatic copies of such letters are forged. He stated 
he could not understand why these Individuals should hesitate 
to show their copies. If In fact they ever had copies of such 
a communication. 



iTacTeaai 



.the Methodist Ministers listed above are not 

being coriWcTWr and requested to make letters allegedly In 
their files available, and they are not being contacted at 
this time for an explanation. 
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September 22, IOC; 
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Your letter of September 14th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, I would li!:e to point 
out th?.t information contained In oui files must be maintains^ 
as confidential in accordance wit!; regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I am sure you will understand the reason for thfc 
policy and v/hy I am unable to conusant as you desire. I hope 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our . 
files relating to the National Council of Churches. 

Sincerely vrrirs, . . 

3. E'Jgar Hoover \ 
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NOTE: There is no record of correspondent or her husband in 

Tfcfiles. 
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Director U. S. Dept of Justice 

F.B.I. 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

^3^m the chairman of th e Commi ssion on Social 
Concerns a| p Methodist Church in M m We are composing 
a report for our church concerning the truMfff acts about the 
National Council of Churches. 



I 






Do you have any available information that would 
clear up the distorted views that so many people have about this 
council. 

I, along with the commission would appreciate 
any words of assurance you can give to our report. 



Yours very truly, 
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Your letter of September 8ih has been received. 
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V/ith respect to your inquiry, Information con- 
tained in tie fixes ol th3 FDI must ix maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. There- 
fore, I am certain you will understand why I am not in a position to 
comment speeiTically as ycu have indicated, and it is hoped you will 
net inlcr cither tint vie do or do not have data in our files relating 
to the church groups you named. 
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Enclosed Is somo literature I trust will be of 

■Vs. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hooves 
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Si^clicures (2) 
1 - Denver - Enclosure 
Faith in God— Our Answer to Communism 
Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. In view of his 
statement of linking these church groups with the Communist Party, 
a straight confidential reply is deemed appropriate. 
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September 8, 1965 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Peer sir: 

I have beard end have been 6hown a supposed " docuiner/l" that the 
F3I is currently investigating the International Convention of Christ- 
ian Churches Disciples of Christ and the National Council and World 
Council pf..C.hurches for linkage with the CoanwlB'i" Party. " I, and 
several of my members who have been given the same information 
would greatly appreciate it if you could give us any insight aito 
the validity of this information. 

If these groups have been or are being Investigated and if the 
information is not confidential we would be Interested in any find- 
ings you might be able to relay to us, and if there has never been 
such an investigation we would of course like to know that. 

Thank you for your time and consideration and I remain 

Sincere!: 
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i'our letter of t'c>'U ;/oor uti: has bc::i received, 
sziil T want t~ I'miSc you ior tiie liinf. sentiments you expressed 
regarding aiy work. I wiL strive io merit yoar cor.Urjvd approve 1. 

In response to your tetjeir;', J:,rorrn::tL»a contained 
in jar files roust be maintained n.: s'oiili !cntif.l in acccrfanjo vita 
j .jjul^'.i.'r::; cf the Department of T "«rtlee. Inn cum you ".Ui ua^er- 
stan4 1 1? reason for lliis policy ax.- w.iy I nm unable to comi'iont as 
.v-'u tlc-a*e. I fl-3;-»5 you v.il! not infer either tlir.t rve co :.t io ii.»t 
lia/c c:^t-» in our files, relntinj Id *. n Ration -1 Council on 'Ji:a*v^s. 



interest. 



Enclosed is some material ! hope you 
Since* cl/ yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (2) 

The Faith of Our Fathers 

Law And Order, Essential To Freedom 

NOTE: Buttles contain no record of correspondent. 
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jobn Edgar Hoover, 
Director of the F.B.X. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover, 

r-?Our church, The Lutheran Church In America, recently Joined 

♦.hK.tj ^^ flamialj f^ fthiiyrhaa. Some Of US In OUT local Church STS 

quite concerned. We have heard reports that Just do not seem to fit. 
In with Christian teaching* 

We have heard that they published a list of books which they 
recommend for reading that were written by Communists. They also • 
wit out a phamphlet "Called to Responsible Freedom* which as far 
as we can find out recommends free Ioys. I called our loeal Counoil- 
of Churches and asked about this list of books and asked for the f 
phamplet. They said they would get in touch with me but I have fceaftt 
nothing. We have also heard there are numerous Communists In the ■» 
national Council of Churches. 

If these things are true we feel that our ohurch should gat 

out~af the HCC. However we do want to be sure before we bring than 
up at our annual meeting* 
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" We feel that you are the one who sen set us straight in these 
setters and would be ever so grateful for whatever help you ©an gfyc 
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i; 2 personally want to tell you what a great man I think you a$. 
2 believe that you and Billle Graham are the two greatest men to , 

Sur oountryVto the world for that mattsr. May Ood blese^ you and^ slva 
you a long and blessed life to continue your fine work. I shudder 40 
think of the day whan you will not be the head nf the F.B.I. 

2 am a Sunday School teacher and X ussd sxoerpts from two of 
your speeches, loaned sa by a neighbor, for our *^ ■°™ I *'J*** 1 
period. We bad a very good discussion period as a *•***•****• 
aightb graders in wa elans and 2 am very concerned f or J[U yoiM 
people. 2 am sixty-cbeBsI it is noW"? aysslf that 2 worry about 
rl 
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w sixty-onegsa it is nol 

world aonditi«^ &#0 DirofC || <+* 
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I have received yoar letter of August 2<th. 



In response to your inquiry, irforaaticn con- 
tained in oar files must be iarirtained us confidential in 
accordance with regulations of the Department of Justice. 
I r x- cure you will understand t*e reasor. for this policy ana 
f7hy I S:C unable to coitment as yoa desire. X ho^e you vill 
not infer either tunt cc do or do not have data in our files 
rel;tir.g to the Nation:! CcuncU of Churches. X would lihe to 
point out that we do not issue clc&raiiccs or nonclearances ef 
any tjpo. 

Sincerely yours, 



J.Edgar PoovW 
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identifiable in Dufiles, and 
' s not identifiable in Bufr.es. 
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August 2k , 1965. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, Z>. C. 

Attention: J. Edgar Eoover, Director 
Sear Sir: 






\t First Methodist Church oi^^_ 
■»-* * ^ ^ .. „ „ * he :fet ional Council of ChurlBH" 
TTctest thet s.C.C. is Red -infiltrated to the point c+ 
domination of its policies and actions, he has stated flatly 
10 »« tijst your agency has given fl.C.C. complete clearance 
as a loyal /.reericon institution? «*««we . 



Can this be true? 



Yours trul 



t~~ :. 




z SEP 2 * 55 > 



JSCK/mm 



.. •:.V V -- 



•-. * 



C :<> t := 






T3?" 



/. 



1 



-' w 






Si 






^r f -t / ■?■ ,» *^— r.. »■- 



• 



•^rtoii^sr 9, I^ns 






8 

i* 



s ' : i : "*=■ ~ 



ISLG- 3i 



**t. 




•-^.?? - 
*--«§ £ 



c> 



1 =--i -■■•-: i:> £ ^-iii: i fc owl "• .' 't :"; viii *H- ***■*■ v.v 
: ^.-- ■: . :« vill-not infer cir ^T^^ lln ' c ^'-afc*. & « 

••'■»««<•.• -mats u sont , res *£££- 0ureau '= Prtvlte^tc 

fiacerely yc*rf* 

•••#■.• . 
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^SiS ^* Communism Sanely! 

--Iti in God - Our Answer TtoW^s.- 

KOTE: Correspondent 1, „ct ictiltou, ir -.uTiles. 
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Office of Information, ■ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

United States Department of Justice. 

Washington 25, D. C. . * 

Dear Sirs, 

I wonder if it would be possible for an ordinary cltisen like 
100 1FL have acce » s to% reports that the P. B. I. has made rerardin* 
thegfetional Co^ciftfhureh.. ? if they , r6 available, fow^dol 
go about securing them and now much do they cost? 



Thank you very jauch, - 
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Alrtel 

To: SAC, ladiaiiapolls 

rromt^ircctor, FBI^^-S^^ # ^ . ^f^l 

^M^EBNi^CE AND TOOBS) 

—- ..~## Enclosed arc 2 coplea of self-saolanatnry e^™™^^ 
™***dfrom «PM<»ed individual who was a«t ldanUfiilTS^3SSiA« ' 
written by me on 0/»/ W . Also enclosed art t^SS^itSe^ tfJniV 
together with 2 copiea of my communicate* |Q ^^|Uy&jg^««^ 
may be the eource of the allege* mla^derataodSgBBHHP*' 



ll •_«. ^w_,I™ S^i"^^^ *■» lo contact 
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SL» ^^^Jf ted ,/ * /e L»* tort * ** *Wa position la this msiier/Sow 
Hk£f 2 VJt** • ******* *** •omaoae may lave I.*- -J^L-^y 
•£^ * * *^r c* mine to aiiotlmr Indivin^. Therefore] ■ 

•bould be queried about the alleged letters bearing «rtSSS«falll *P 
•Moments. MO effort should be made to embaVWae thetoSr^e^^d. 
te possessioa of each as alleged communication and you should tato *spslD 

MOTE: Outgoing 6/9/65 tol ^denied any alleged letter or statement 
on the part of Mr. Hoover. However, be has mtroduced the Issue of 
forged letters over Ifr. Boom's bignature and It Is felt the above 
procedure Is necessary to thwart this matter from amandin* beyond all jj^/. 
reasonable msane. / $C+4&0 &u J/ &* t~&**f*\ jP/J 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On June 3, 1965 I wrote to you asking if you had written a letter of 
apology to the Natioa-1- National Council of Churches for some state- 
ments you had made about some of their literature. I received 
a letter from youdated June 10, 1965 stating very emphatically that 
you had never written such a letter. 

Now, just last week a minister who recently moved tod lold 

me that he received a photostatic copy of a letter writt^^^y™ 
praising the National Council of Churches for the good work they 
were doing. Judging from your flat denial of the first letter, I certainly 
question your writing this second letter. 

Since you did not write the first letter or make any statement, the roily 
conclusion I can come to is that this letter over your signature was 
forgery. 



This second letter that was mentioned to me, in my opinion could be 
g forgery also. So I am asking you the straight question, did you write 

?| a letter to the National Council of Churches praising them for the 

good work they were doing? 

They Council branded the book written by John Stormer, "None Dare 
Call It Treason" as deliberate misrepresentation; and Bishop Mueler 
president of the Council accused the B*d Indianapolis Star of mis- 
representation in an editorial, Thursday, April 22, 1965 "Tax 
Exemption For Lobbyist" which really placed the Council of Churches 
on the side of the Communist and pushing for the same things the ' 
Communist and Daily worker stand fir. The Star never made any 
retraction and stated that the Bishop had left several questions 
unanswered and given additiona' information about the Council. . 
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H you care to check in to this nefarious scheme of sending out 
forged letters over your forged signature I will give you the names 
of the three ministers who gave me the information. 

I have no reason to question the Word of these ministers, but 
I certainly question the National Council of Churches and their 
methods. 

Will be looking for your reply. Thank you. 

Very Sincerely Yours 
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Your letter of September 1st has been received. 

In response to your Inquiry, I would like to point 
out that information in cur files muit be r^ainUinod as confiden- 
tial pursuant to reflations of the Department of Justice. I am 
sure you will understand T7hy I cannot c?nxent as you desire, 
ana I hope you will not infer either i.iat v;e do or do cot have 
material in our files relating to the organization or subject you 
mentioned. 

£nclossd is a copy cf the list of organizations 
which have been cited as subversive by the Department of Justice 
of the raited States pursuant to Executive Order 10450, in addi- 
tion to ..'ome other material on the topic of communism which • 
I frustwiil be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours. 
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List of Subversive, organizations l -^ 

*X>ur Heritage of Greatness" 
"faith In God— Our Answer to Communism" 
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^Tnere Is no derogatory Information In T*ufile3 eoneernind 
B m we corresponded with him last on 3-22-56. 

KThS^iZj teletype witCD KLS:des (3) 
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September I, 1965 



Honorable J. iidgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear llr. Hoover, 




-to communism, hay . 

ed, an .opinion 
euncil of 
ated to communism, 



Thanlc you very much for your prompt attention. 





I2EC3 



B so*;© «a 



» yw « y ' — ■■ | itM|U.»<. - -»»-. «" 



V 



August 27, 1165 



RK7! / 



UrM 



7-. 




** 






1 

t 
1 


? -*T« 


- t 


*:V?- 


x: 


*** - 




? * r 


.•* * 


■■-£-* 


-• • 


*?~ 


r 


c 


t 


• -:/ 




f : ? 




U* 




u? 





:/V f 










rn 

OT5 



Dear 
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Your letter of Ai*&uct 23rd has been received. 



In response to your request, information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
ci the Department of Justice. I am sure you will understand th- 
reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to comment 
as you desire. 



find of interest. 



Enclosed is some material which I trust you will 



Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (2) t 

Our Heritage of Greatness • I.' 

Faith in God — Our Answer To Communism i 

NOTE: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. 
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United States Department of Justice 
Fedral Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, I&strict of Columbia 20535 

Bear Sirs: 

I have recently heard that the National Council of Churches is 
to a great extent Corarunist contolled and that eone of their 
literature is Red slanted* I havo also heard the sane ebout 
the AFL-dO, CORS, and NAACP. I vould certainly appreciate It 
if you could clarify this and inform oe if this Is a©.' 
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teen received. 



Your letter of August tOth, wiJi enclosure, has 




* A ' ith respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be naintainec! as confidential in 
accordance witn regulations of the De.vartn.3at of Justice. 
I trust you understand the necessary reasons for this policy 
and why I cannot comment as you suggested. It is hoped you 
will not inf-r either that «re do or do not have data in our 
files relating to the National Council of Churches. 



Sincerely yours, 
J, Eugar Hoover 



I'' 



NJTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The enclosed 
self -addressed, stan ped envelope is being utilized in reply. 
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£e:ir Sirs: 

On August 18, in ".eauiaont Texas, Mr. tf. Cleon Skousen, 

Ie former P. 3. 1. a»ent, Broke on the I. A. riots en. their 
connection with conuaunism. I consider myself fortunate to 
have heard hia. 
x !)urin» the question end tawr rverioa that followed the 

Ke t i onelCoyvncll^piLQhur c'-^e s was brought ur. Would it be 
po^sicTe for your orrehi'&aiion to tell me if this sroup has 
been infiltrated by the comaunist, or if it is influenced by 
the co^ia?ni t :-:-rty. • ■ 

Thank 70U fo. yonr time and effort. • 



Yours truly, 
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Ycur letter of Ai^tLrt IStii, v.iti enclosure, 
has tteu received, and I went to than!; you for your comment 
about this Bureau. 

In connection witu your Inquiry regarding the. 
KaticaU Council of Churches, I would like to point out that 
information in oui files must be miintilnc.i *s confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope 
that yea vill not infer in this connection either that v;e do or 
do nr.t have data in oar f iis;* rej&riilng this group. 

Sincerely yours, 



DOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bureau files. Salf- 
addressed, siamped envelope fcrv-rdet: by correspondent utilized 
, . in reply. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.L Director 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Our church (Methodist) contributes to the National 
^Council of Churches. But we hear it has communists within it's 
organization. 

If this is true we do not want our money to aid them. .. 

Can you tell us whether or not these reports are 
true. 
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and fair. 



We respect your group as being absolutely reliable 



Thank you sincerely, 
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- : ^ August 11, 1935 
















Your letter of Ausnst 5th has been received. 



„ ^ , Enclosed Is some material which I hope you will 

find of Interest. 



it H 

i if • I Sincerely yourc, 

| j3 » .). i-u.;ii Hoover 



Enclosures (2) 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely 1 

NOTE: Correspondent Is not Identifiable In Buftles. 
JRPrdes (3) 
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Although I would like to be of ©ervlcs. Infor- mm 

matioa contained In the flies of the FBI must be maintained 
as confidential In accordance with regulations of the Depar - 
fel .,. meat ol Justice. I hope you will r.ot Infer either that */e do 

18 °T if? not ^^ d2ta ln oar f lIes relating to the National Council 

IT? ^.. cf Churches. .. »- 
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Tfour letter wan received on Au..usl Sth, ana ll 
want to i. u i3nu you f >r brin^in^ tas irii'oimation furnisher t> my 
attention. It was ^ooa of you to furnish ma yoar observations. 

In response to your ivt^diry concerning the 
msnace of communist::, thi Communist Party in this countrj. 
has attempted to infiltrate ana svlvnrt every Ci^xncat of our 
£-;s«ety. However, the Party's efforts are bein^ thwarted by 
l e FBI's internal security projracis, by iuvestiiation, arrest 
an J prosecution of Party functionaries, ana by wiu-jspread, 
imelli^-? .-.. public opposition t> tho i.Jiiinuirist philosophy. Thjsj 
achicvw'i.ijnts arc Beta*, accomplish^' through arderly, te^al 
procedures. 

I would liite to point ~ut that unionisation con- 
tained in oar i Mob ra ust be maintained as conf Ueatiai in 
accordance with regulations of the Department ol Justice and 
I am sure you will understand ths : sasun Or this policy. 2 tope 
you tiill not infer that *7e either do ir do not riavt Jr.tr. hi our 
fil^s rei .tinj to the National Council of Churchus. 
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KL*rS: There is no record of correspondent in Bufiles. The majority of the 
individuals name a by her are religious leaders hi this country. She appears 
tu be distressed because the Presbyterian Church in this country |s an 
affiliate of the National Council of Churches, and she apparently daplores 
a rcli£iou3 body involving itself in civil rights matters. 
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April - 1965 - 

J Edgar Hoover, 

F.B.I. J , 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir:- 

*'-1 u 4U Li J have been wanting to write this long while, and after 

,i much thought took this time to do so. 

■•! .- t 

: ,>: First of all the National Council of Churches. They 

blame them for being Communist inspired and I beleive it. As one 
of our Minister's said, - "They are the James' brothers in 
disguise". 

§i „ Mv husband and I are very sincere Christians. We 

£ " ad our BiWMive a prayer-ful life, and no one can fool us about 

m. £ h ? s ?5! uty - The reason 1 tel1 y° u ms ** that I belonged to a 

3 2 J? f resb y terian Church, fold denomination that merged with the 

J! Presbyterians-, now called Presbyterian U. S. A. ) for 17 years and 

|| my husband about 25 years. We noticed their leniency in letting 

A members join. A good Christian Church has a stiff list of Bible 

H Questions to ask and Answer before joining Church. First of all, all 

v| the leaders should be Christians, and not ev eryone is a Christian, - 

?z then they can tell who they are taking in as"membe7i: 



. .» , , - ehoniinanons ha ve^become apostate, 

ana liberal (gone to the world instead of spiritual), and individuals 
can come to their Church, one Sunday, and join the next Sunday, and 
oon t tell roe that news of this looseness don't get around. One of 
our ministers said it it is his belief that Communists have infiltrated 
many of our Nation's Churches, Seminaries and Divinity schools. 
in fact he told of a Communist defector's testimony before*- — — * 
Congressional Committee that the party felt the best-wily to destory 
religion in America is to infiltrate religion itself. $>$ 1& ™ 



''yy^ Tf*M-.^ , » r"*r»* -c^w 
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,. L Has this not happened? Did they not got one thing 
accomplished by getting Bible reading and prayer out of Goverment schools? 
J^w*."** 1 ^S ncil * Churche, s endorsedthis - and why would you * 

2?5 W"^ C , hUrCheS Wh ° profess Christianity? WhSvtff cf 
this? Well - back of it all, the leniency of allowing people to join their 
Churches. Anyone can join. They don't know really who they take "n 
as members. All they boast of is how many members they have - 
?K°i ^ 6y ? e Christians - Get «ng anyone in as members entitles 
the members to vote at their Congregational meetings. That way these 
people get at the head of the Church and if they are intelligent enough 

£ J^c g °,H° £ r ? sbyt f riefi <«** ^strict meeting) get voted in, thfn 
to Synods, the National organization. This way they get to send 
recommendations to Congress, vote on all issues etc. 

_ . ^ . * ou °an tell the trend of voting especially of the 
k?^?" C ^ rCh U * S * A * The votin S "»ese days is everything 
^? h / ,St, n* Wh0 ^ s rt at ^head of these Churcnes? ll/KSSd 
and I as well as over 100 members left the U. P. Church. Good 
Christians, Mr. Hoover, are slowly going out. 

* t>~ c h„^ • o? r * Charles S. Poling, a strong bulwark of the United 
Presbyterian Church wrote a letter to the State clerk, Presbytry of 
Phoenix and said, "Ia'm instructing you to erase my name from Se 
^ roster of the Ministers of the Presbytry of Phoenix, of the United 

■& Presbyterian Church of U. S. A. v«"ea 



; 
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^ thrnuah rffinJl'l ^^ !? *"" ■** l0Val SU PP° rt *° •« Church that, 

^ through official action and pronouncements unites with the forces of 

* fu \ ^^Koes on record as opposing historic beliefs and doctrines 

I Si mad f K us * reat and lent dignity and meaning to our preaching. I 

j refer to the General Assembly's action relating to "public prayers, 1 

| religious observances, religious holidays, Christian scenes, Bible 

reading in schools, and on school property; opposition to Sunday 
Closing laws." and other deliverances one would expect Atheistic ' 

groups to take, but never such action from a Church bearing the name 
* fnl c^hI^^t and . Saviour ' * cannot lon eer find fellowship 

H wno fe e ^ rf n««niJ n ?L SUbmitS to the ruIc of 5T iHJW Carson Blake 

'•- who seems dominated by an omnipotent complex. aTsocTa tes with 'lilted" 

known Communists, deliberately breaks the laws of a sovereign i state 

Sfld 6 ^ JL"!^?f '^ "? tospir8 hate ' lmd P^^ violence. And I 
SStw^?i? *" desir J e t0 see minorit y ero«PS enjoying full and * 

restricted blessings and opportunities my own race enjoys. When - 
my Church becomes the captive to the ultra liberal and Apostate 
National Council of Churches , and the World Council and yields 
! • obedience to socialistic, political. heirarchy, my Church' can no longer 

t ..,__ r ^._ ^ -2- _ * 



~ v A > 

claim my support aW respect. I wiJ not sin by remining silent 

while my Presbytery considers becoming a member of the NAACP, a militant • 

political organization. Our denomination's new media, all papers and 

magazines have been captured by the ultra liberals, and serve notice that 

there is no place in the U. P. Church U. S. A. for Conservatives. f 

Mr. Hoover you can tell now what the National -Council : ."* " 

of Churches is, but yet they can get anywhere in the Government under 
the guise of Christianity. A cloak - Wolves in sheeps clothing. 

This good Christian man, Dr. Poling served that 
denomination nearly fifty years. He said that all those years they were 
"giants in th* land, proud of their Church because they were accredited t 

Ministers. They thundered God's truths. Today when we need the i 

church at it's best, it is lost. He said that today there is a crushing 
hand of shame for his beloved Church, and great sadness in his heart. 

Dr. Poling comes from a long line of Ministers. 

What then, is in back of these Churches? And they are 
using the good Christians still in their denominations, who haven't # 

left yet, for a front to do their dirty work. 

A good Christian would never be for that Civil Rights 
Legislation. Our Saviour said, "Thou shalt love the Lord with all 
thy heart, and with all they soul etc." Love is something from the 
heart of man that expresses itself in deeds and words. The Civil 
Rights bill doesn't produce love, but hate, and bitterness. The idea " 

£] that everyone in this Nation is a child of God, and there should be 

$ brotherhood of men is completely in error. It's not found in the Holy 

scriptures. A person ha6 to accept Jesus Christ, and be born again " 

to be a child of God, and if everyone in our Nation was, there wouldn't 
have to be Civil Rights Legislation. Everyone would treat others right. 
g I can't see private property that God gives us, and that we are 

responsible for should be subject to federal regulation and intervention, 
giving the Government a responsibility over private property. The law 
of God as set forth by the Ten Commandments says we must seek to 
protect the individual and his encroachment attack, and destruction by 
Federal authority. 
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The true Church cannot help to restrict the liberty of 
all our people. 

A spirit of lawlessness and even riot was stimulated in 
order to obtain Civil rights legislation, and true Christians waited in 
vain for President Johnson to discourage and denounce this funda- 
mental assault upon Civil order itself. It should have merited bis 
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stern repudiation. When lawlessness and mob action are used to 
induce legislation and intimidate legislators, the integrity of this 
Republic is under assault. Such acts of law violation are sin before 
God. .As Christians we should respect the laws of the land. The 
Civil rights activity has not done this. And then he calls on the 
National Council of Churches for help. The President of the United 
States should have no authority inside the religious life of the 
Churches of this Nation. 

We do not need federal legislation. What we all 
need is to be brought face to face with Almighty God. 

Just recently columnist Doris O. Sanders of the 
Newberry S. C. Sun, reported on March 4, 1965, a controversy 
in which her Column has become involved with the'National Council 
of Churches of Christ in the U. S. A. 

The column she said brought reactions pro and con, 
but happily most of them "pro" the Column, not the NCC. People, she 
said is wakening up; and are beginning to ask their Ministers about 
this organization which claims to represent 40,000,000 Protestants. 

"They can't explain the NCC study group, with the 
approval of the NCC president, urging recognition by this Country 
of Red China." The President is Bishop Reuben H Mueller. 

"They can't explain the NCC issuing a document 
U approving premarital sexual relations." 

•£* 

1 yi Mr. Hoover I have read pamphlets you have written 

to warn our young people, and just to think a church promotes this 
kind of thing. Dorft Communist's try to break down moral? 






"They can't explain the NCC's demand that Bible 
reading and prayer be out - la wed in schools." 



^ "They can't explain top NCC officials' active partici- 

ij pation in trying to Repeal t he McCarran Act, which requires 

ff *£ Communists in the Country to register with the justice Department. 



"They can't explain the NCC S leaders' support the 
Communist Party in trying to abolish the House Un - American 
Activities Committee. 

• * 
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Washington. 



"They can't explain the NCCS role in the March on 



"They can't explain the NCC involvement in the * 
Mississippi mess. 

"They can't explain what business the NCC has lobbyinc 
for federal aid to education. 

This Country is going down hill because of this 
organization who give their votes to outlaw anything that's good and 
vote for anything that degrades. ' 

Yours Truly, 
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Your let^r of Jul/ 2l'tb ha.' bj^n raceivja. 

2n rss^onss to yc-.tr ir ^uiry, I wcali lii;s to 
point out that inforrsatioa cantataei in oui llles r-jusi b;j 

n::iintiinsa a:; C09lla::iti£l in r-.ccordance v/iih regulations 
ci tliw* D.'^rluicnt of Justice. T. id fur 3 you TviT. unaeretrjU 
tfco \«jr.so:i for ttts pj =.":•, an. ! 7 hep-? you v;iil not i?.Znr ei ->:::? 
tb.Vt '-* 5 -L: i'i J;» cjI ;.;<;.. ■; ,U:t'i :••; via fil.-:; c.-i'Ci.iin^ ti.»j 
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2I2-Tj2: Bufites contain no recorJ of corr;;epi-.ii~nt. 
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F. B. I. 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We have been hearing a lot of controversy lately 
concerning the National Council of Churches and accusations that 
they favor Comn-junism, and that there are Communists in their 
group. We know if this is so, that you have investigated it. Would 
you send us your findings on these accusations, we would like to 
know the truth of the matter rather than hear-say. 

Thank you kindly, 

Sincerelv 








J 






c 







*U£^- 




<cs.. 



VC-C *-^*L 



7* " 






"7 J « 






-.5 







z£l~*~</^4 , 



» ■* 



ft 



.l-r 






( -( 



• July2t, 1965 






FteverendJon Ultegier 
Associate General secretary 
Division of Christian Life ana ?.3ssion 
Rational Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the U. i>. A. 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, KewYork 10027 

r-wnr fcir. Eerier: 

Your letter of .July 25th was received during 
Mr. Hoover's absence. You nay be certain your communication 
will he brought to his attention upon his return. 

I know he would want me to advise you that the 
pressure of his official schedule is such as to preclude additional 
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I ^ commitments in the foreseeable future. 

>| i ^-ti-.-. • Sincerely yours, 



;| Helen TV. Candy 

?& secretary 

1 - New York - Enclosure 



%' > • ' KOTE; The House Committee on Un-American Activities on 2-25-60 furnished 
a list of names of 160 individuals in leadership capacity of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ allegedly with communist-front records or records 
of service to communist causes. C ^respondent's name was included rfflfrn^; the 
list; however, there is no other identifiable data of a subversive nature - 

concerning him in Bufiles. 
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Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

F.B.I. 

Justice Building 

Vintb and Pennsylvania Avenue, H.V, 

Washington 



Ojrt 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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She new leisure and its implications challenges all thoughtful 
people in America. It is developing so fast it is difficult to 
assess the total impact on our life and culture even in special- 
ised fields of interest and concern. In 1961 the Rational Council 
of Churches began a series of studies on the implications of 
leisure and the church. She first phase of this study produced 
the book entitled Religion and Leisure in America by Robert Lee, 
Director of the Center for Christian Social Ethics at Sen Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary. 

One of the important conclusions of this study vms the meed tor 
a task force to guide the churches in their response to the chal- 
lenge of the nev leisure. In this rapid social change there has 
been little interdisciplinary exchange on the nature of the eitue- 
tlon in this nev leisure in which man finds himself* There is meed 
for a free interchange between laymen in several secular disciplines 
with church leaders vho are also concerned with this opportunity* 
There has been almost no sharing of effective approaches to the nev 
leisure* The church can wtry^ a reconciling function as she brings 
together in conversation and action the leisure creators, leisure 
vmer* and those vho provide leisure services* 

lb assist the churches in this process the Rational fltwmcil of 
Churches has decided to create a Ihsk Force on Leisure* this task 
force will be a snail group of representatives ftrcm the oscular 
ccwanity and the church to help the church plan a strategy tor . 
policy and action to meet the nev challenge. Professor Paul Douglass, 
Director of the Center for Practical Politics at Rollins College and 
foxmer President of Jfaerlcan ttaiversity in Washington, D.C. # will be 
the chainan for this task force. Wll you be a member of this special 
Task Force on Leisure? _ • -.- 1 
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1 Ibe first meeting of the task force will be at the Center for 
Continuing Education at Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, 
Hew Jeraey to begin at *:00 p«. on Sunday, October 2fcth and con- 
tinue through the evening of Monday, October 25th. Prior to the 
meeting you will receive atudy material* produced thus far by the 
Xational Council of Churches and a brief survey of the present pro- 
grams of the churches dealing with leisure. 

AnK™ e the tasks within the broad concern of leisure the task force . 
will guide the present program of the national Council of Churches 
and direct the 15 regional conferences on leisure now in process 
in the united States and Canada. Zt will consider the possibility 
of a national consultation on the church and leisure early In 1967* 
Ibis task force will also give considerable Impetus to an inter- 
national consultation on leisure under the World Council of Churches 
In the fall of 1967 or early 19664 



Will you let me know if you will serve on this task force? 
churches need to hear strong voices like yours to assess and plan 
their effective ministry and action in the new world of leisure. 

Sincerely yours,, 
Jon L. Begier 
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} ^ I can tell you that Hov.sird D. Sir.ooi was employed 

| Q . by the FBI &d a Special /.gent from i.iarch :3, 1S4IL, until June 15, 
4> 1951, when he voluntarily resigned. Sis personal venturer as well 

g as his opinions and comments since he left this Bureau are strictly 

it his own, and it is not possible for me to comment on these in any 

£* way whatsoever. 

•si 

r4 i Sincerely yours, 

-1. j i 

4 ! " :; ' « J. ESrar H?07cv" ! ..'■''' 

8- ' -'-■ - 'i\ r !/ 

*i m Enclosures (2) 

£• Excerpt from FBI Appropriations Testimony, 3-4-65, en Communist 

Party, USA 

FBI Jurisdiction Does, not Cover Making "Evaluations 
NOTE:" There is ho record of correspondent in Buttles. 
JRP:pJp(S) 
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Your letter of July 20ih Ins been received, and c/j £ o " 
I can understand the concern which .lroapted your communication*..; § ^ 
I am enclosing some material which I hope ycu will find of interest. * """ 

V.'hile I would like to oe or service to you, Infor- 
mation contained in our files must be malntaineu as confidential 
in accordance with regulations of th» Department of Justice. I am 
cure you v/ill understand the reason fur this policy. I hope you 
wil! not infer either that we do or do ret have data in our files 
concerning the National Council of Clnrche.-.. 
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v ^. July 20, 1965 ■ 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

' \ , 
Dear* Mr. Hoover: 

AS a member of the Session of the| | Presbyterian Church, I am 

deeply interested in the alleged subversive or communistic activities of 
the"National Council of Churches. • 

1 will appreciate any and all material, pro and con, that you can furnish 
me concerning the activities of this organization, as a group, and as 
individual council members. 

You are, no doubt, familiar with the material that hat been presented in 
"The Don Smoot Report". In your opinion, car. this be accepted as 
authentic ? * 

I have talked at some length with our minister and others, concerning the 
membership of our church in the Council, and the sad word always is that 
there is nothing that we can do about it. We were not asked to join, and 
there is no way to get out. 

We lost our only son in Korea, after 51 night-fighter missions up to the 
Yalu. and my wife's only nephew lost his life in World War II. 

It is pretty difficult for me to subscribe to what I hear about the N. C. C. , 
g and I'll greatly appreciate some really authenticated material concerning 

y* • its activities, which I am sure you can furnish. y 

i . ^ ■ 

"j ^ 4 Sincerely yours, ^ 
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I have receive J your letter ci July fcth. 

In response to your inquiry, I would like to point 
out that information cents ineu in c jr flleo must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with reflations of thz Department of 
Justice* I am sure ycu will understand the reason for this po!lcy 
p*r.1 why I am uncbie to comment s-. - you desire. I hope you will 
net infer either that we dc or do ret te-va cbt?. in our files 
psrtair.ins to the National Council :»f Cherchse. 

£incorely yours, 



J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: ^ Its on our mailing list tc receive the Uniform 

Crime reports bulletin. We last corresponded with him on 
8-26-C5 when he was furnished printed material concerning 
communism. Buf lies contain no derogatory information 
regarding this minister. 
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Mr. J. Bdger Hoover 

Inderal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. . 

, -' ■ * . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: v) 

Last veek a sen 1a Atlanta oade the statement *3fc e Rational 
Council of Churches has been infiltrated by the connunists . 
and Uhj fgueyiil iluj eaii of Investigation has proved it.* 2f 
this is true I think that *11 of us in Aaerica need to know 
the facts. Hes such a report been published by your bureau! 
Do you have an*- inf ornatlon lihich would help ae neet the 
charge that the Inderal Bureau of Investigation has proved 
the commmiet infiltration of the Rational Cpuncil of Churches* 
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::onr letter of J*j2y let has been rccclv;::: av* 
your *5i.iu coi.u/xcni:: ccacarafciE .»: / r..':ri; iiciraiiOii ol l:iO lii 
arc a.-> jresiatcd. 
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In rerioii^c to yo?.r iagoiry, I would Hxe to »x.int 
out tLat t'Us bureau is PiricUy an iwsctijallve agency oi the 
Jcdoial Government an<?. f as sue!:, r either r.»a>fs cvalunticiir. ?.ov 
t'x&v.-r. cjiicluuioiis ac t? tno character or intcr-rity o* any o-vasi- 
£2tion, publicatio;: or In !£»ic!aai. Thrrrfore, la**: surcynuT/Jil 
uc£erci32rf. way i ca ir.ct r.j«v % v.c;il :•-• yon dc.slre. 



~ 3f "juT^a/ liuover 






.J rr.: Correspondent le not identifiable In Euiilee. 
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Dear Mr. Hoover : 



*V 



believe. ,f 



I could begin this letter by asking, "whom can we 






•m 




I am connected with the United Pre 
work in the U. S. I am s erving in the capacity ~ r 
which means I pass on to 
of books recommended by 
Presbytery. 

My concern.!/ that two of the books on this list are 
written by Harry & BonanyOverstreet 

^^^VStrange Tactics of Extremism ft 
"What We Must Kno^v About Communism" 

.' r V 
According to Carl'JtfcIntyre, who I understand is a 
minister and broadcasts over a network of 546 radio stations £ 30 
minute program each day called the 'Twentieth Centjry Reformation 
Hour. He claims the Overstreets have belonged to communistic 
groups and implies that they are subversive. 
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If this is true, I feel that their books shouldn't be on 
a recommended reading list for church women. 

Another thing thai is bothering me is the increasing number 
of people who are becoming interested in the John Birch Society. Sometimes 
their views make sence, but others are very anti -American. 
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~I am becoming discouraged with some of the views of 
our Government Officials — the mosir pressing problem for me is 
tf Whom can we believe and trust ?" 

I am writing to you because I feel you are one of the 
minority who is a dedicated public official and a true American 
and one who believes what our forefathers stood for and died for — 
true Americanism « 

I would be grateful for any information you can supply. 

Concernedly yours 




i \ 



r--— 



-2- 



V ? 



■~<vr ~ 3"»-T"* ' m v*t*. ^ r^*' v "* - t^*''-" "••'. •v mm 



.)• 



:LC-& 



July 3, IS 65 



» • . 



•1 

.- 3 



?• ■ 



f \3 




D3£ 



.Oe.»r 



"Jrour letter of June 23th tay been received. 
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V4th respect to your inquiry, information con- 
tained in the tiles of the YiA must be maintained as confidential 
in accordance with regulations ot the Department oi Justice. I 
u*U3t you understand the necessary reasons for this policy and 
why I cannot comment as you suggested. It is hopeu you v/iU 
not infer either that v/c do or do not have d»ta in our files relating 
to the National Council oi CLurcbe^. 
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sincerely yours, 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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June 2., 1055 



Xr. J. Ed^.ar Hoover*. 
federal bureau of Invest i, 7 
Washington, D. C. 
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Dear ;:r. Hoover, 

As a minister of the pospel and a concerned 
/.merican citizen, I an dis turned i.-y the wanv charts 
and inquiries with regard to the infiltration of 
Corar.unists and co-r.unistic influences in trie National 
Council of Churches and otf-r church bodies, DoVou 
have any evidence 6? communistic infiltration or in- 
fluence in the -rational Council of C.;urchcr cr othar 
church becies? 

Please send ine any documentary cr factual mater- 
ial that will help answer r question. Your earliest 
answer will he proatlv a;>preciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Ycur letter cf June 29t!i h*x tacu r^cshed. 

In rcGr>criSu to your ir.r;uiry, I v.oulc iilw to point 
oat thai infon; ation in our files muct ba KaintaJuec as confidential 
pur3r.2J.t to regulations of the Dsp^.rtment ol Justice and is avail- 
able for official use only. I am cure you will understand why 
I cannot con n eut *s yon dseire, and I hopi yea will net infer 
either that T/e do or do not have material in our files loiitiii; to 
the H&tional Council of Churches. 






Sincerely yo^rs, 
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J. Edgar Hoover 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

I have read many articles about the National Council 
^[.Churches and I believe this organization is trying to undermine 
religion. 

I have tried to get my church out of the National 
Council of Churches, but I have been told that the NCC doesn't 
speak for us even though we are helping to support it with our money. 

I would appreciate any information you can send me 
concerning the National Council of Churches. Thank you. 



Sincerely yours, 



/s/ 
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Your letter o£ ju::c Zdtli hor. t-eau received. 



V.iih respect to your Inqiiry, Ibis Lure^u h*>j 
not releasee reverts alonj- the hues you ha-," r?c:£icue *. 
Information contains:: Li the Tiles cl tar TVl must be r/a>> 
tal::cd r& con2 icnliai L; accsrdauc;? wita regulations of the 
Xtep&ru^oni of Justice and is avail: r. ic for cfiicial u£2 cnly. 
-aercfore, I a: 1 cerir-in you will u:u*spctanU why this, Baicau 
jdc mi release «lila an jsi hav.- ^jrect:u andho-v; you i?Ui 
r.3t Inler eithtr t! ?*t v/o i 1 -) or clc :.:! Ir.va unicrfel to our Xilcc 
corxeraJL-.j the- I itical Couasil c^ . havclr.;-.. 

7;nc!.r.cod i3 so.ns *. lierls! I tract will to ol 
assistance to yea. 
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J. Edjyjr Hoover 
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1 - Charlotte - Enclosure 
Faith In God— Our Answer to Communism 
t*c Fight CominunionSr.nely 
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!!r* J # Edgar He ever 

The Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

//uEhinetcn^ D. C. 





Dear I2r# Hoover: 

I ari a K£+>odist Ktnirt^r car%ir*t a cr.urch i n] 

Tnere ir in our cesnuniiy a fsrttic;. of TaSvidaals tfro 
a disruptive Influence uithin cur church ccrsnunity. Th? 
ncint cf contention appear? to be centered about thc< ^rticrvJL 
Council of Clutches. Supported by.*rt tho; clair. is documentor;.- 
c*;iceiicr., three irrlividurCs go about publicly clainin^ thrt it ir 
* fact that the Federal Bureau of Investigation reports wLut u,3 
K.^tiond Council of Churches is nredoninfcntly eenposec; of cc.'^nunists, 
and thereby have *s their iivtent to disr.-pt the American •x?.y of ?ife«, 
It bar also been stated that the F* £• I # has found sen? of thj 
lishops of the Method:? rt Church to be coisnunirtc. It Iz fvrt!;.r 
reported that you hav& personally stated that the Kati^r.^ Co':n-;il 
cf Chrj-cher is a conxtunist organization* 



r 
r 



i 



U 

v> 

tf 






Thr Trirbcrn cf our church are cencerned because J.t is not cur 
dczirc as Christians tc support any cr^anisttica ti*at is fcr t:.j rrasc.tiwn 
of comunisni. It is out cf grave cc r ^cm th*;i vc turn to you for sone 
ststesx-nt as to whether or not there is an;/ validity in the abovt clair.s. 
We^.vould further like to knew whether or n*t m% investigation has been 
undertaken by your agency with regard to comunisrc vithin the national 
Council of Churches, and if investigation has been undertaken, then *:t 
conclusions hrve been dram vith regard to it beirg ecrjeanist, or rtmu^ist 
dorinated, or co.:^unist related. 1 lppreciate the fact that ycu are 
the head cf a fact finding agency of our government* and it is to you 
that I appeal for the facts in this mattes. 

I realise that you a:^ extrexel> busy* rod I apulosisc thzt I have 
presumed upon your tine to this depree, but I fcvl thrt t».c nature of 
the aituation warranto thi? 'letter* I would very ouch appreciate. 
an ttiswer at your convenience* , ••• — * 

^£* c ju:? r: '- V 
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"-c.ir letter cf Jrn^ i'th :i.is been receive- j, an 1 
I v/snt t j thsu": jol* fcr y»*ur ^.cn-rrcis ctr.i.-jgnts. It ir Iic^-sO 
that ;*jy future on^a/ori; coiiluurcU; i.:e?t v.'HJj your ^pprcv'al. 

In r&*:juise tc ycur inquiry, I \rouU liiie to pcir! 
•y>: tbr.t Lnfomation fci cur files nu:-t b-» maintained as confico 
U?J pursuant tc re -nlaliens of ths Cepartment of Justice and is 
a»2liaM.j for official use cniy. ! r?"». rure yo" r.'il! unJerttan^ 
-vliy I cannot cor. »;..-. at as ;cu desir., an 1 I h^ua you «vlli c:-t 
IrJcr witlkcr tint we :!i cr '^ n~t i.rv; r.*.r.t>ri •;. in mui fi?.:i, 
re^irvivj the I:nUcnal vwjucil cf Church. :s. 



fir- 1 ul interest. 



Hlndcs-jJ Is so.v.c r Arterial which I trust >ou will 



5ir,C3rolj vourt, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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I-et's Fight Communism Sanely 

Faith in Go." ■ "m- Answer to Communism 
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C::'.:.-chs; '.f Christ ir ^l\-y^ \\?. u\ thia ';ir.-3. .n .-r-.'ur ».f .-. :, t: :.!•:■<••:. 3 ..••»• c 
i- *•.- r;.:?t -./it»: c»r J*i:rci. 3t-ujicll \iithin th'; r.a-t lo'di.va tr dis.-Mi-.s i i, r 
rrit^ri.v.-.?. m.- *h-j ;".t >:*;.] :• !.-j,ci3 uf ^lurches. « :,o ;•'.- tivi.- s^:-..i .•.-?'.■ :': 
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/ 



Ccrnrvrfit ::---5lL-it5c-n ir; 1^:5 bet';-. J*: yru h 

t!:is "i ;tnrV /, rj ; . :# y f y +: : \ v c-v. rc , ** f/..V 

wcr-v.:nirf ir.r.rir.-/, < r o b:o; tv*]c- --_ i.r.y £..-.» ,1". ;vir.-r r. r ^^;- ri: :: 

1 -J .IT .r. r.T ;!r.ir-i. t\ < ^ r.r, 6 ~ :?5« Vv ;-.;.3 ^-*1- :crcr, -s k'c 

Ui..« 1i:-:?. ?*,i. ic ■;;!.•• I ;•;?}■ t->L- t:c-t ; reiw Urn. 

ir ti; rrcr»:-r -liroe^c: ir. thi^ r.i.tt^r. r hs. '.-.te-.vurc5rii-.rr li:sc f trl^'r., t r / 
r :? % " r: . ° : thic Church hi - hccn i f; !t ercu;. " t e .vc-rld mcry tii.es in v^v /o-'ij 
« i*si :"S f tr:* ".r3 vrn^t +.r. nnrtinua tc s?:'^n rr t l *'"" % ?:'•■•/ ^.--t 7- ; o !-»*•■*. rr 
th-r , -j- . t. hirifc;. •/, • . •:.-: rir^t tb" z yrr . ? ;r 1 *:V.:1- v *./!•: r- r«*ct Vn 
r^roli.;*. 
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I -r*; U» v r c.r -. rr 3tw^« • •! tr. If-tix-Ll r" erect "^r 



;- V'r: 4 5v- .^r ^'r:.;i^j i.r.sri:r. Tl-^c '::.V tit 5n nr ./u; y,.- : c-j»:. 
Po»^"5r- y- it i # or your t;..siz^ii:ce 4 r.t rrj.-.h-r.r i'"ov 'rrr- : -d .?nc^r:.. 
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io r^ilr.ilc^s or '.hz Ds$r ;i;ncnt ci Notice and ir cv-jttftbir 
:^I i?r-3 c:?y. I nn sr-tre you v;ili u : iciozsl:^i *vhy I car.iwl 
: nc j?j r*r.i:*i% : T'j I i of.?. vcu wiVl nA ln\ox *;^h?r iVl **•:■ 
r?i fcavs -v-*?ri?: ;.n our f-jv? roJ:-*>2 to t*-?r* si-pjc-ct:--- ; c:i 
v\ I cr.n T-.invcz- yy»\ 9 Uo\ :\-2r s ftri \ hr.v: : *>£•■ ro ;■;:■:•• 

1 1. n c-MACTiP* soir-.: mat^?iaJ vliich I UrzA yea t :Jl 
r?y crcl- :.i?o. 

«J, Ed; ar flower 
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1 - Allan!:: - Enclosure 

1 - *lr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
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failL i" God— Our An&v;or to Communism 
Tret's }'ir : it Comr.-.»P.isri3 Snnsly! 
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«!■••• .tajsr liocver, Jircctcr 
i'ejeral ^ur^-iu ' cf iiw.^ti; ^Lion 
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i Cur • ini~* .-•;:* Jtat^a in ic^ fc jjv/>i .veJtj.-uay what whixa you v.en> in Htianir" 

! *z-xTxj wi>.i»v.i /cu L .--... hiu I'i-tiy that thei 1 ^ *e;e nc known co.^-urusts i?j tn£^«a\ior^j 



] wOu^iiil o* wuurcr.ej. 



Vftir is hurti tu believe f roj?. all the evidence or at iecst ail the indications from 
-Ui.y eou:cu^. - .,. 

.«ii_ j-oa verify this wtat~Mient r and if t>*ui tuer* v«ouxc you jay t'Uii ir?' l^,c thin;; 
is tnto tOw;*)- r V 

if i.ot trut; will yci: .^ir.uiy advice n& .;iior*j uuch ir.fori^tio;! c^n L>j obt:n!.c'.!? 

I 1 *..ojxo like to knoi: the names of the uersoniici of tne i.ww, £.nc tnair haciO_;ruiir.;u |»t^ 

».c* i^vc h-iJ several rveotings on this jiu^ter 9 tut u> far tu ro av^il,ai; o»::»- fears^ V^* 

bv? ce:: called re.Az:Loih 9 nevertheless tne :..c..(b3r^liip of ^r ci.jrcn i:. *ery CT /***»• 

u r.t aijout the i<ntter,:inJ v:e v:ili cr-jatlj ai predate in;, mfc initio*, you .tiy o^ T^j 

• able tc zi m ly -re^rii:*.; this matter. £5 ♦ 
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June 23, 1965 
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I read your letter of June lBtt addressed to hlr. Tolkca" 
and #ant to thani: you for your interest in #ritinj. § 



Mr. Tolson regrets that he was not in his office at 
the time you called. 

With respect to your inquiry, information contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department of Justice and is available 
for official use only. It is hoped you understand the necessary reasons 
for tills policy and *vhy I cannot comment as you requested. Fleaes 
do not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files re latin j 
to the National Council of Churches. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoovi* 
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liAJLED r*. 
COMM-Fr.l 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable "in Bufiles. Kr. Tolson* s 
Office advises that correspondent did call in an attempt to speak, to 
Mr. Tolson. 
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Kr. Clyde Tclson, Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Clyde: 
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For two days I have attempted to call you but was informed that you 
were out of town. I would like to have discussed the following 
matter vith you over the telephone. 

I en* an Elder in the First Presbyterian Church of^ W and in 
our recent Elder's meetinps, there has developed JoS^ratner bitter 
controversy over-, the possibility of our withdrawing our financial 
support cf the^ational Council cf Churches. 

If the majority of the Elders tale the attitude that this support 
should be withdrawn, because of some of the activities of the 
National Council of Churches are not approved of by the majority 
of the Elders, and since it is only a slipht najcrity, there is 
roing to be left anrong us soir.e rather bitter feelings. This is 
very unfortunate in a religious orranization. 

It has been noted in our Elder's meetings that I'r. Hoover has stated 
that there is some Coir.r.unistic filtration into the National Council 
of Churches, and this is screthinp we would like to knov. That is. 
what are the facts of your findings in regard tc the National Council 
of Churches, and any statements ycu rcipht have from Kr. Hoover 
relative to same which iright helo us solve our local controversy 
among the Llders. 

fS>Vb / .... : ' r\ y ; 

Would you please inform me? 



Kind personal regards. 



Since 



ray, 



.*£ 
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June 23, 1905 
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Your letter of June 17th bus bean received. 

In response to your request regarding the National 
£2H?.?.P °* Churches, information in our files roust be maintained 
as cbnf i 'sntiai pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice 
and is a iiiable for official use only. I am sure you will understand 
the reason for this policy and why I am not in a position to comxect 
as you desire. I hope you wiil not infer either that v:e do or do net 
have material hi cur files relating to the National Council of 
CLmrchos. 

I am enclo:»ln£ a copy of our June 0th release which 
contains data on crime statistics I hops you will find of interest. 



KA1LED25* 

•i^! ••>'•• 1955 
cor.:.\v: rj 



iiucercly yours, 



K 



J. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosure 

Preliminary Release, 6-9-65 
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June 17, 196> 
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Vx % J. Eripar Hoover 
United St-tes Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Teshinpton 2$, I). C. 

Dear Sir: 

^^JurgJ^schon^ntgrintendent of First L'ethodist Church, 
^^^^^^^™"™™~ L ' I ao interested in obtaining 

SssteTTstics relatinf to the current ttorfvl 
and criminal situation in the United States. I rent to 
be able to shew these to our church school icenbe^. both 
7*outh and Adults. 

I ro'ild 8lso be interested in knotting the facts as to 
the cosrjunist influence, if any, in the National Council of 
Churches. Tn^s orga.ni T aticn is tatf.nr a frest deal of 
criticise along this line eno T'd like to know if env of 
it is true. 

If you car; sena v.c *r.y of this infomaticj, I ttulrl be 
much obliged. 



Tcurr very trtily, 



PCE:mj 
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June 21, 1003 
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Eonsrabie Goorgc Murphy 
United Rates tenato 
V.ashinTtc.2. L". C. 20ttO 
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My dear feenstor: 

I received your coir^ 
eatibsicj tlic Icttci* taat to you b; 
i recio, Cniifornia. 



t ^ 




m 
CD 3 * 



co 

§? to 
.5 2. 



Ae I indicate;:- to^ Bio e letts- cite J 

Jn-e &5, 1934, informr.tioa coi.iolnc!^in?o files ol this bureau 
rust b? naaintaii>€d an ccniioenttel H accorcirtnce vrlih regulations 
%£ the i>cnartE3cnt oi Justice. Tilorcfore, as you too .v, this 
lureau is cot in n rn>iiticn to iurnir't jour constituent s::>eeiii2 
iciuruj^tva alons tl>? lin^s she nan ni^ntirmeo. i or y.'-ur read/ , 
rci'erc-vrc, ! am enclialns a co^y o! my letter to aci\ AUo I cm 
retumlrv iisr letter to you. 
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Cin&erely your?, 
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.11; i V i IBS* j 

•.- ey-r-r u; j 

Fndbsurcs (?) 



lgTE^aaccordance with our procedures, 

Pltrour communication to her date! 
ouc wasnoc identifiable in Buttles. 
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as called 
At that time, 
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"SICnHeb ^ia£cs Senate 

Juns 17, 1965 



Respectfully referred to 
Fbt 



for such consideration as the communication 
herewith submitted may warrant, and for a report 
thereon, jtn duplicate to accompany return of 
inclosure. 



a By direction of 



Qcorrz Kurp'n/, W. S. S. 
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Senator George Mui ' r-*^ 

United States Senate ' v> 

Washington 25, D. L. * 

Dear Senator, 

As a loyal American Citizen & a Christian, I am concerned 
about Nation Council of Churches. I wrote to Mr. Hoover head of the F.B.I. 
And this is what he said. 

(In regards to your letter about the National Council of 
Churches, information in accordance with regulations or the department 
of justice is available for official use only. I trust you will understand 
why we can not answer my request. ) I am not satisfied with that answer, 
as I am a member of a church that I am not sure of. 

I have been told the Senate or Congress can get this 
information. If the council of Churches are communist inspired I want 
to know. If so, I think they should be exposed. 

It seem like these minister in the Selma Ala. march leave a 
trail of death & unhappyness & dissatisfied people, Negros & white. 

Please find out what iniormation you can & if you cant find 
out let me know who to write to & at what address. 

It has been some ago since I wrote Mr. Hoover Maybe 
<£ more information is available now. 

■ ' i \ • • 



Sincerely 







P. S. The United NationsiCTW^Doa&weEhould get out. 
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received. 



Your letter of June Otb, with enclosure, has been 



In response to your Inquiry, I wouli like to ooint cut 
that information in cur files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice and is Available 
for officio! u&e only. I am sure you will understand why I cannot 




NCTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bullies. Correspondent's 
\VA?Vufp envelope being utilized in reply. The ynited Church 

®> Women is a general department of theJt$ational 

Council of Churches which is well known to the 

Bureau. 
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ttasainp.ton, D.C. 
Dear Mr. hoover, 

Communist. 

„ eB i hlR thpt the etoove could 
it doesn't seem P<>«»»J;» Inclined to believe is 
be true, what 1 em ■»'• *» C J™ conmunifts only 
that, -unrinr f ^ u !ptiil ir^s ^rfronts for 

Pick the » p « lw l*;£iS e r *&1« ««ld ^ their 
their subversive e ctivitie ^ * lonsl Counci i 

resson lor ™ r *^?*££S the United Church 
01 Churches aro ultimately, 

aomen. • ■ /)•'; _ ' ~ 

''■■■■Mfor twenty-two 
Tihile li'dnfr in WPBWPJJflBJfZ c ,, s n f the **ove 
„ears, *s M^^t he church women of the city 

errl nor ^•■■■rtoem^ elver with the United 
r ruse to eiilliyLy them-eive ^ Jror 

Churdx aomen '« *5J t E£2S ! should think lor 
„r r perscnal sftisf act *°* ^? ' T/ fcl ^i T -ir.tere sved 
toe toenail t of many other sino^ eiy ^^e 

*o»en. *>uld you P^f^^'T^^^ove true? If 
of the situation s *** c ^ * toe *£ v en tbe straight 
not, women in general must he giv ^_ tooir 

« ^e -ndxtions existxns. e -ly^ the bc8 t 
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You yz! 11 lind a stamped, addressed envelope 
lor your reply. 

ttiank you so much for any help or lipht vou 
ere tble to cast, on our ..roblca. 



Very truly ycurs, 
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Jane 1G, 1CC5 
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Your letter of June 10th has been received. 

In response to your request, informatics contained 
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as ccruidenti&l In accord- 
ance vita regulative of the Deporiment of Justice and is available 
for official use only. In view of this, I am sure yea will understand 
why I cannct comment concerning- tie National Council of Churches 
and hope ycu will not infer either that we tfo or co net have material 
in our files relating to this org^tnlaation. 

Sincerely yours, 

3. Bag* *>over 
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June 10, 1965 



t 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the F. B. L 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



-. * 






n 

A. 
I 



I read several months ago in my daily newspaper 
that the National Council of Churches according to the F. B. L was 
known to be a subversive organization. However, today I read in 
my daily newspaper that several Methodist who had been appointed 
to look into this matter had found that it was a useful organization 
for strengthening our Christain witness. Mr. Hoover I prefer to 
believe the findings of the F. B. L Since I do not wish to rely on 
hearsay I would appreciate any authoritative information from you that 
is possible for you to send me concerning the National Coucil cf 
Churches. I would appreciate this be cause I as a Christain am 
concerned with the Christain witness America is giving to the world; . 



Sincerely, 
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Yoar Iciier of rc&e Kth hr.s beta received. 
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With reaped to your inquiry, infornr.tlon 
contained in the file3 of the FBI iau.t bo maintained as ccn- 
fldentlr.l In accordance with regulations of the Department of 
Justice and is a7.dlat»le for official ure only. Therefore, 
J Insrt you will ividersiand why I an not in a posilien to be of 
help I" tills instance rad hope yen v.ill ;?.ot lafcr either that -»ve -- l f 
do or ; 'j not have data fa our files reistir^ te the K&iisnal m 

Council of Churches. CD g 

Ho 
Enclosed Is some literature I trust "will be • so 

of interest. e 



- W 



Sincerely yours, 
?. Edgar Hoover 
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Enclosures (4) ' 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

Faith iii God— Our Ansv/er to Communism 

Let's tight Communism Sanely! 

4*17-62 Internal Security Statement 

. NOTE: Correspondent Is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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**r. .T. r 5r!r>sr Hoover 
Director r.f T^rj 
1 "a^hinrton, D. C. 
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3 haver watt con^vrnrrl frr K^n'jti^'j ahcut <;t at orients :iau»: 
l>y ^.irifuv v-rit'jrs c^ncarni nr th** -uwbor of CoT.rfnist an:! 
Communist \-yrr*athi zovs e: i;iv:r associ at^'J «ir in r'is;onsii'*li» 
rasi*:i'»ns iv»;-.ii our* V.tti «>n:. l r ouu c:j j,__of Churches. J hav».s 
always b.V the hiri^s* rorar'l r.rvl ri^vszt for yoi r Jeadervhij- 
and th»* jr.? you nri rioini r . Thinr* 1 have arrive'] t«» the voint 
that o:v* rin juircl'jy helievs n lot of v-hai he rcs^s and hear?.. 
-o l..".v** a *'»nt "pov *rsy h«.*r«* 5n X*«ru** Ca»''3.'na i;*. V'S^nn* **• our 
.^••c-.-.L-.-r 1 *.:j L".w. Your ror.arks fnvorinr t;:\s l;.w was in:.' rtcd 
in our 3rir;n3 }:ew* f* Olservoj- in ch»t ihsir , -.» i*u3u::'n on tin secon-.l 
rare ThJs was on "'ion-Jay f«"*3 lowinr a full r •*?■■** iter. a|. T ^;n?;t • 
tho 1«iw hy Paul Crenn of Cha*\el Hill, North Carolina. 

"M you could sofi'i m~ information concerning tlie kiK»v:u 
Cofvuinist or sympathisers that ar«; associate'! *ilh the 
X*t-iona3 Council, 3 world be wost appreciative. 
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Hi 
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Your letter of June Srd has been received. *-« * 

^ #u« ti *• , l? 1 ** 3 • r ' ev3r niad8 ^y statements coocerninc pijlicaticr .. I 
of the KatioaU Council of Churches or about anyone associated vita tM ; 
orcutetlo:--. *eing sym r atnetic with the communist movement and there- 
lore, T . nave not written a letter of apology to anyone. 

- • Informriion contained in the files of the FBI must be main- 

S5SL" ? j9:i H^u! n 5 ccordance **th reflations of the Department oi 
Justice. In view of this I tu sure you will see why I cannot make ary 
statements whatever concerning the National Council of Churches. 

I have said on another occasion that 'It is very encouraging 
to nie to tarn of the increasing amounc of literature exposing communist 
enianaans; from the R.cthodisl Church and its related organisations Your 
great Churci:, with its far-flung educational and social institutions," is in • 
a position to make a substantial and lasting contribution tc the defeat of 
comirunisri. I feel confident that this will be done. This global struggle 
is essentially spiritual in nature. Therefore, no clergymen or Christian 
toymen can avoid it. On the contrary, there i* the need for all of us to 
engage ourselves rationally and constructively in this struggle, persevering 
until commu riism is overcome by vastly superior thinking anc! living. » 

Sincerely yours, 
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See Note on Next Page 
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gable with correspondent and 



NOTE: Buttles contain no information 
there is no telephone directory fo; 

a iw~* .♦ .♦ W f hav !, had ^estions arise from time to time concerning 
alleged statements made concerning the National Council of Churches. 
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June 3. 1965 




Hon J. Edgar Hoover, . 

Director of F. B: I. " . . * 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: ' 

It has been told to me by a minister that some time ago that you wrote 
a letter of appology to the National Council of Churches for some 
statements you had made about some of their publications. He said 
copies of your letter of appology had been circulated and he received . 
a copy about two months ago. 

Will you please give me a statement of verification of this letter of 
appology or a contradiction? 



cince numerous publications have pointed out tne C . C. C. has been 
thoroughly infiltrated by communist and people *'ho have records of 
'M affiliations with knowu communist and communist fronts and the Council 

II of C.C. Vehemetly denies it, being a bit old fashioned, I still beleive 

:-7 in the old addage, "Where there is so much &moke, there must be some 

v* fire." 



Therefore I would appreciate a clarification from you on the letter of 
appology. 

I have read sevearl of your book on communism including "Masters of 
Deceit" 

Keep up your excelent work and exposure of the Communist threat. 



.. m , The fact that many people ignore your warnings and statements disturb me 



* ' v no end. Thank you. 

Very sincerely yours, 



'<■■■? ' - / 
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i our letter ol AJay 2 let has been received. 

With respect to your inquiry, information 
contained in the faes cf the FBI nwet fca maintained as 
confidential in accordance villi regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Justice and it available for official use only." 
Therefore, I trust ycu v;ill un Jers.-md why I am not in 
a position to conirj;nt r.lon^ the lines yea hay,* siv .rje: ted. 
Th2 F.:j has not invc climated the National Ctuneifor Churches.: 

Enclosed is co-xie literature I trust ?.'il' bi 
cf inte-est to ycu. '" 
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Sincerelv yours, 
J„ Edgar Hoover 
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Faith in God— Cur Answer to Communirvi 

Let' 6 Fi^ht Communism Sanely! 

Our Heritage of Greatness 

4/17/62 Internal Security Statement 

The Communist Menace 
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Hr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation . 

Washington, D. C. * 

• * 
Dear Mr. Hoover: '^ 

^7 Our Minister uses the pulpit often to attach the 
M fationa l Council of Churches. Nov, I don't scse "eye to 
~eye w with mahj actions of the national Council but I do 
9 believe in giving even the "devil his dues"* I think 
hi? accusations should be truthful. *He goes to freat 
length to accuse them of coaraunist infiltration and 
% cooperation. 

It was ry understanding (ftroa our church leaders on 
the national level) that the National Council of Churches 
had been investigated and that those investigating reported 

« back that they did not find any coanxiist envolve2?nt. 

\ Would you please tell me wnat is the truth in this natter. 

j Did the F.B.I, investigate and if so what did they find. 



Very 
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^ Your letter of June JUt ba3 been received. 

In response to your Inquiry, I would like to point 
out that information contained in our ales must be maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations sf the Department of 
Justice and 13 available for official use only. I am sure you will 
understand the reason for this policy. 

I am enclosing some material Thich I hope you 
will find cf interest. I er!np3 you will wish to read my'oooits, 
'^asters of Deceit" and M A Itudy of Communism. " Those were 
written to help re.icsrs gain an insight into the true feature of 
comn.unist activities, both in this country and abroad. They 
muy be available at your local library. ~ 5* 
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oincerely yours, 
•T. fcM-ar Hoover. 
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Enclosures (5) 

America's Ideals - Its Mark of Greatness 

The FBI's Role in the Field of Civil Rights 

Our Heritage of Greatness, 12-12-64 

An Army of Free'lrfen 

Communism— The Incredible Swindle 

• 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir: 



I wished there were more like you. 



on two subjects 



My reason for writing this letter is I need information 



f y 



#1. TheNational Council_of .Church of Christ. 
#2. Martin Luther King, Dr. 

Both subjects have been discussed pro and con so 
much recently that I need true and honest information on both. The . 
best place for me to get that is from you the Director of the F. B.I. ' 



could send me. 



So I would apperciate any and all information you 

► 

Could you send me a list of good Books to read 

Sincerely 
/s/ 




Address per Envelope: 
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June 1, 1935 -, 





Yjur letter of .May 2 r ,ia has Zsca rocalved. 

.'.itn ros.?eci to year inquiry coacerr^nj the 
.->Lonss< Council of Churches, I wcuVl like to p^lat cut tint 
the i-fjl Joes not is jus clearances or none! nrn ices of any 
. tjvo anJ that our files arc csef idextal and available for 
oliicial use only, ;rir scant to regtfaticas of the department 
oi Justice;. A reoiccen[r.tivc of toe 721 aid talk to.tha jroup 
^• , :itic:i-;d in th-j article you nanrc-: 1 .; ho'.veyer, they ■•/era not 
-r/eii any iruor.:ntlo:i f ■.•:«! &xr Zilcz tc s-J-.L-t^-Aiatc ttic-ir 
c-juZliAcn, A»y coiciu^iona ura.vn by tUvv. .ire e+iijtly 
*i«:ir rv/n wl it riculrf be clear ly u:vlcr steed tlat oui inability 
to iu; ni~h ijuor^atkn tj this £jrou:> s'jci'W :i t ie the crisis 
■j"o.* inferring either that v. r e have vj- hare not Vlcarcd** this 
or^jiliaUoa. 



»/ ."STTSI-TrW 



r.A 'I la cocaecUon v/Jth the John Ulrch Society, it 

»r - * 13o5 n :: lv .}, i. 3Ca investigate I by the 731. 
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-ncUsci is t-O'iiO llts/alarc X tru-t ..ill ho of 
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«?aith in God— Our Ansv«*c.to : Communism 

Let's Jl'isht Com .nanism Sanely I c . 

Cur Heritage of .ireatnsss I , 

•5/17/62 internal Security Statement { ; j ' v 

The Con.namisi !;.ena;e 

ISCTF,: Correspondent is art ident^ial.U in E if lies. 
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J. Edgar Hoover ."■' 

FBI Office 
Washington, D.C. 

Osar Br. Hoover t 

A magazine The Christian, nay 9, '1965 has an article called 
I£"J ual An8u, !f 8 t0 th8 Charges". The author is John Rodgers 
artio is, according to the magazine, a veil known Tulsa attorney. 

atudv I 2f h iS a a Jrr Cl f 5? 8ta !: e8 tha V "•Porting on a compr.han.lv. 
study or the NCC, a 21-memben commission of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church told the church's 1964 General Conventioni — 
"We recognize that some of the criticiem of the NCC coaee 
mE"iip? 5 ical "^"^Jts «ho, in their deslrs to discrsdit 
the NCC, do not weigh their chargea carefully. Nevertheless, 
■e have tried honestly to inveatigate their accusations ^ 
to the effect that the NCC la Communist conspiracy or the' 
it harbors Communist sympathizers and allies. In their 
tl examination therefore, the member* of our etudy committee 
f?!h"Jw P" 80 ™? 1 ° f the House Committee on Un-American 
Jl Activities end the Federal Bureau of Investigetion, but 

/ I.!2L!5 t . ,b i* £° di8C0V8r anv f "t or record that iould 
f| aupport such charges. We conclude that they ar. false." 

Is it possible to sscurs a copy of this particular Meeting? 
\ Council/of Chu; c h^ ? inf ° raati0n " hich y °° haVt ° n the ^atlonal ' 

I*! ? ttve ali ° n *»rd auch criticise) of the John Birch Society L — 
investigation available? 

* "juld appreciate any information on any of these or other 

pertinent matters* 




or" 
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stf 



Sincerely 
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Your letter of May 31st has been rcc jived. It 
7/as £cci of you to v rite, end ycur concern about tfce subject 
of co-Turuaiam is both underginn: ~.ble and reassurias. 

In response to your inquiry, I Tcould like to point 
o»it that information contained in \hs files c.t the FBt must be 
a aiai dr::d as cooTidcxitial in accordance vl'h restrictions cf the 
I/epariment of Justice and is av? ? Jrj;Ic for oXil^iai use only. 
I a.n rurc you t/ill understand tl:e reason for tbf 3 ;- Vicy and 
why I am ucaUe to comment as you desire. Enclo^id is 
mat<?ri?l, some of rliich ecrialnr suggeslic.19 ail oi us can 
ccnsJiCr in fi^tinj tlil3 menace. 
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Sincerely yours, 


AVMLT-i >7 




J 1 . • I3w>.' 


J. Ed^ar Hoove? 
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Conii I'JLiism - The incredible Swindle 

The *-3rs Role in the Field of Civil Ittgat3 

America — Soviet Espionage Tfer^t *1 ! , 

list's right Cc'xnziuaiso Candy! 

The Communist !»Ieaace:- Red Goals and CljisUan Ideals 

ITOTT,: There *s no record of correspondent in Briiles. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Recently, I have had an increasingly amount of concern 
with Communist activities in the United States. Of greatest concern is 
the part they may be playing in our church activities. Even though I have 
always respected our clergy, I cease to be amazed at thtir views 
concerning foreign policy and their approach to domest policies. Inasmuch 
as they are applying pressure on our government, I think its up to the 
laymen to find out if their feelings are based on moral issues alone or are bei: 
\ influence by outsiders and are being used for a cause. I resent the National 
Pi^nciU>J£hu.rchss saying they represent 40,000 000 Americans whenlhey 
jdont - the main reason being is of their views. I have read their resolutions 
. and have studied their approch to the civil rights cause and their beliefs 
concerning our foreign policy. I detest the part they are making it a 
virtue to go to jail, avocate breaking laws when there is a lawful way 
of obtaining their goals. This is not of the true tradition of the church 
in bygone years. Is it not conceivable that someone is using our rich 
religious heritage as a cover to cause riots, discontent and resentment? 
Is it not possible that they are playing on the feelings of the average 
American to create bitterness and to cause a breakdown in the American 
spirit. Young ministers are obessed with the civil rights movement and 
nothing more - strange as it may seem, they have very little to offer. 

Is it possible for you to advise me on the "status" of the 
National Council of Church, the old Federal Council of churches and their 
activities today. Your efforts would be highly appreciated. I have written to 
the National Council of Churches to obtain more information concerning their 
views; however, your office may have more detailed and unbias information. 

Sincerely, 
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'•' I received your lettar of May 22nd and want to thank 
you for year complimentary comments concerning saj wor'i. You may 
be ;iure I .vill strive to merit. your continued approval. * 



■•• t - 



V/ith respect to your inquiry, information contained m ~~ 
oar files rauot be maintained as conlidential in accordance vita regulations 
of the Department of Justice and is available for official use only. 1 trust 
yea understand the reacon for this policy, it is hoped you will not infer 
either that we »?.o or do not have data in cur files relating to the National 
Coui.cil of Churches. 

I .i-J enclosing the *. Serial you requested and some 
additional literature which I hope ycu will find of Interest. There is no 
charge fur publications .vlujh this Baieau distributes. 

Ycu may also wish to refer to my : jqo'cs, "Masters of 
Deceit" -.; -1 "A StuOy of Commrnism.*' They wire written to acquaint 
rea lers viUi t':e strategy and tactic. 4 of communists bsta in this country 
ar<! abrca I. There !« j:'*s ?r>ay be aveUable at your local library. 
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Sincerely yours, 
J.. Edgar Jlocvec 
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See enclosures and note next page. 
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The Communist Menace 

Let's Fight Conoanunism Sandy! 

4-1-31 LSB Iatroduc'don 

4-17-52 Internal Security Statement 

7aiili in Coi — our Answer to Coom- 



unism 



NOTZ: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiies. 
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-,'.-^r hivt 

To> .0*^7 hrve I neglected to th*?n> r.nd conrratulr.te you on 
v'.e v.cruUrful vow you are Ooi: -^ for our country. ,\ person 
•-c dedicated as you have proved ycur->.-lf to c: L>es not 

'roc: - :;r .^3i>aL of ^or.;ci tic. . but no doubt it Ic 
Y.y- rtc-Tiii:-_- to ;ou tc * nov; ih^t f.c. - zr? there? v!;o are at 
lea* t '"i-'.idoi^ :T zoric- of your ?.c cavity. 

..':' p;-i:u i t >lc concern hnc" ce«n ths rol*> of the J!at.i3T*£l 
C ■;>-:: i of Churches. It h*.& ieen frl^htc-nlnr to" m to thir.i: 
ox t:*e irrosct of J tc cloak of t ■3Ep€ct^biiity w ^nS how Its 
pronouncements could Influence all gocJ.:.1, politler.l znA 
economic BzpzctJ of our lives. I'm bo.;innin; to -onc^r 
.* .Ich c^ne first, the. F:\t": on: 1 .! Council of Jhurches or the 
U' % 3.tro rations. 

I r.r. •: I re?c;;t srtan and fortunr.tt ^icu^": to U- :: ;»?Dwor of 
r. r^vr'i •..'hit: 1 .: coes not incl"^i- an a_v : »rc-ori:\tion in its. 
>u:j£et v> the ;'-tional Council of Churches. 1 h-.vo rr " *ncis 
}n Baptists' Methodist, lipiscoirl an J Catholic cLurchsa in 
Atlr.nt.r- v.ho v.^nt authentic mut.^i^l to yre.rnt to "heir 
csscionc, etc. I thought ynr.r jooklwt^, "oovic^ PjjIs or 
Christ! £^1 Sti-nev;al M and w Sasr;.unl.ri Prcpagands* in the Christian 
ralpit,' 1 v;cald be helpful. 

II •• z.2* sond me t-ece booklets. m Rclnburseivnt »:ill be 
forthccijing. 

.». v '"»« !■ « J1J. • ..4. 
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Dear 



. I received your letter el tfay 18th and want to thanfe — 
you for your support of my administration of the FEL It is hopea 
our futur * endeavors will continue to sjerlt your approval. r; 

With respect to your inquiry, in addition to the coafl- 
dent'il nature of drta app.3art.n5 In our flies pursuant to regulations 
of the Cenavtment of Justlcs, the FEI being an Icveiil-atlvs agency 
of the Feder.il Government nclthor makes evaluations nor draws 
conclusions as to the character or Integrity of any organization, 
pi&llrstlo*. ?r L/.Uvldual. Thsr^fore, I am certain you will under- 
stand why 1 cannot recommend tourcej ouch as you have mentioned 
an.- h-»pj y. a will not Infer elthor that we do or ao not have data In 
olt Ii;c3 reiatinj; to t!ie National Council of Chu.shes. 



to y ?u. 



Enclosed Is ^one literature I trust will be of Interest 
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"'Our Heritage of Greatness, M 12-12-34. 

-"Faith In Cod— Cur Answer to' Communism 
""Let's Fl^ht Communism Sanely! 

Diteroal Security Statement, 4-17-62. 

LEB Introduction, 4/61. 

^OTT: Correspondent Is not identifiable In EuTiies. 
;' $TP:des. (2)y 
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MT» J. Fdgar Foovcr .^S,' . 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation * : 

Washington, D.C. t : > " 

Lear Kr. Hoover, •.:."'" 

As an active member of the. Xethodlst Church, I am very concerned 

about the growing criticism of the rational Council of. Churches.' - " 

I believe that the Church is the foundation of this country. If 
people lose faith in the Church for want of factual, authoritative 
information concerning such organizations as the rational 'Co-one* 1 
of CLurches in which the Church is so heavily involved, then this !c§ 
country has had Its foundation destroyed. 

I Could ycu please tell me where I might find reliable, documented §? 

• information concerning the background and character of the Council 
and the persons holding influential positions in the Council? Has - 
communism successfully and significantly infiltrated the National '* 
Council of Churches? 



t .t 

en 



i ;Kr. Hoover, Americans need to be told the truth regarding the 
• i Rational Council of Churches. I know the position of the Pederel 
, / Fureau of Investigation in not being alleged to divulge any of its 
,': information. Yet, it seems ridiculous that the we.*ld»s most sducated 
country should die because its people were denied the facts concern- 
ing the erosion of its foundation. Surely there i.3 some way the 
American people can have this matter accurately resolved. 

Thank you very much for your help to me, and most of all thank ycu 
for rour untiring efforts as Director of the Eureau in spite of 
the unwarranted, untrue attacks and criticism of ^ou and the 
Federal Eureau of Investigation. 



Very respectfully ycurs, 
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r^cuived. 



Tcur latter cX May Kill lias been 
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In rus^oasw to year rcqu«£i, Inloraia- 
*li>3 la cur X;ics mu^-t to ^alatciiiai as ccaiccriial 
pursuant is rcvj-teUoae ei iLs Ccpirtraent v£ i^bUc* 
a;j'J Is a\uilL';Ic Xcr aificiai 1*23 caiy. I zm s/rc >oa 
v. ill unrfurciaai ia* rca.T.r* i^r thl* f-^Ucy an*- why 
I sun not ia a pciiUja ia ceir.sicr. 1 . as jej &ei?o njr 
cau I £cgr *;it a sou;- :d vAci'-j ;»ou ecu'* oUaiu via 
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MAILED 10 

MAY? 01955 

"OMMFBI 



; : ir/.crcly yours, 
J. £lzar iloovec 
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May 16, 1965 




Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 



Because I have heard and read some 
items concerning the pro-Communist leanings and 
activities of the National jCouncil of Churches, I 
wonder if you could' furnish me information, either 
*^>ro-or con", also the background of the officers 
and decision making bodys' of this organization. 









*"*? 



If you are unable to do this, can you 
tell me where this information can be obtained? 



Thank you, 



/s/ 







--;** 






/ - 






«fr & 



r :m zi v? 



IJgrp&r 



r -y- i .: --^'-T , *r 



■>» * ■■■ . m . ■ ■ ■ i j ii n . 









v3: 



« - ^ 



• 



<3 



.^' 



"3 



<i. 



o— 



/<. //<r 




^.:.i::.: 



/«*»»*. 










1JL Srll'teW 




„^ ^..^ ^ —v-~ *\ - 



• t 



• 




w 



'-%' 



i-,m 






I 
1-1- 






i - 






! 



U -#♦- -»*5lY 



4 



III 






■•••• 




tub 







-. .- • " ■»• 




v,i- >■>;•-? rr*. ■» 






"a-.- , :- .v-i.fc»#*^L 



-»— -* _ 










I » «rlUn« to you •• to** «f *>• » *** < » \fl 

U te£riCf «10C« TOOT MM >M «ti 

M 111 ■•» *M*. •: -;* :„.,.,,. 

» 

I to«t ifif/Mtt |mt «mt U «m papm ttit _-._.._> 

rv*u»u»t a«gyM» •*• MttirtMtiiif i« • not*«t j9«iMt i- - ^ y — 

•ur afferU to fWtnm. This §rltv*t m «r«»Uy, •Ifcough totof ;•• \ 

• Latter* X m Hlim4 to Mt tost m Lvttorans mm MrUdMttof* .. c - \ 

Sughu^to-iM «f • ma «to to Mt Ufttu* m • t»tot*M . ; : : ;v \ 
■laltttr to **»tyWmU« ;* '-' • 

V g«vlMru4 «lont mx« CtU tt TrttsonV I m 

m»t to "tht mmtm stout OoMunltt infiltration, tspMitllf 
to tot ItthoJlst Ctorto. Mfortunotoly, 1 •*■ •»*•* If thit 

flMV «WM MB fMl Mt felftintOt CM M MM «H» 
Mt CMWBltU U MYM4 M M*,«fcilt I IM»M tott to«M «• 

• f M«t M»T Mll-MMtofl Moplt toMl^U *ft •«• «^f t««t 

im m m »«tifi torn. ';^ .0'* ■ -r ••■:"■. • >r :■ 

- I Miild'MprMlato %• li\totvrt CfrlllfU ft qgi^ffe 

MmvmIm IhlM PMSl« M 1 M ifnM X MR Mly MlltM th4T\M 
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The letter cf A;jril 23th iron* you rad your = 

hurowuu iris been received, and I was pleased to learn that 2 

i hava your support. 
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I would liii3 to poinc cut that Information in 
cur Iil£3 must be maintained as confidential in accordance 
>:tii reflations cf the Eeparimer. ' of Justice and is a^ail- 
r.bJe for official use only. I am S'sre you will understand 
v.!?/ J cranot ccra.-asnt along the lines of your inquiry and 
Vizi ♦. have bv'cm each statement as that to wtich yea 
referred. 

Sincerely yours, 



«» 



NOTE: 3uf iles ccntain no record identifiable v.-itTi correspondent. 
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TRUE COPY 



" J. Edgir Hoover '-■'":. ;^- 

Director F.B.L *;$ 

Wash. D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover, 

We have the utmost confidence in you, and if 
the request we are about to make is irregular, it is due to 
frustrations beyond our control. 

We lt>ve our Church, and for the past two years 
have made contributions to the Building Fund only, as we do not 
wish to aid and abet the National Council of Churches. 

In December, they published an article in The Presbyterian 
Survey quoting you, as saying there were no communists in The National 
I Council of Churches, at the same time they said they did did not give 
financial aid, to the element that went to Mississippi last summer, but 
we know they spent $640, 000 on this project, and sent another $30, 000 
to bail those, out of jail that got into trouble. 

'•4 

£| If it does not violate the rules of your office, will you 

fi please tell use whether or not there are communist in the National 

I j£ Council of Churches. 

g| Most Respectfully, 




April 28, 1965 *" "**" 
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K12S , 



••ay j, i9u5* 




Your kit:*- a Ajvi'ii 2Clh has bsen rosci/e:!. 

.Villi reelect iu yjur Liquir;-, iitferniaticn 
sosiar-ed in tlis Tiles of the F2! :» jet be .•ualntolas'J as 
c^afi. '.iilial Li accortoce with regulations of the .^xirtiacst 
of Janice aud is available for Cificial Use oaly. ! trust 
ysu v/iil ur.icrctaiv.l tho necessary reasons fcr this iJDiicy, 
anJ ii is h^cd you v/ill cat iaior cittisr that we do or do 
ait have data ii. oar f*ic^ rclntiaj to &; Y.nticnal Cciintil 

wi* Cik:.ll ehc*. 



£inc^x2J> ycurs, 
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:iO r2: Correspondent is act identifiable in billies. 
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4-26-66 



dear Sir, 






1 an .laiin; a cta<?y of The national Jo una 11 Jhurahes. 
In rtud::inj 1 have found am; <;t:it events pro and son on 
the 3ommunirts influanae in this organization. 

2*7 iiinieter etatee thit the F.2.1. or F.tJ.A.C. have 
rids an Invest! eat ion, and found no Joanrmiete Infiltration 
in the rational Council of Churches. 

I vould like a aopy. of this doauaent, or any information 
70u voulfl be kind enoujh to oenf me. 



JJi 







/} 



hank Tou, 
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.;s>rtl 33, ICC5 
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Your letter cf April 2"th has been pcseive.1, ?.ni the 
t!io-s!it vvhi-h premriei you *o wTltc «se b rp- re elated. I vaa 
pt2ic*d to -sax a of >otir interact in c.t •>??o , :* • : -nnt rj ct £eceiy 
an ! porhers yo?. rnay wish to rtfer tr. ray litest bock, "A otady c! 
CoinwuLiL-.'"., " \-?hU\\ Is a comprehensive eiudy of the envelopment 
;.ii i ercpen <i3.i of srxin-jabr.; tiirou^tout the t;ctI&. i. copy m%y 'c* 
.".reliable a! ycur locnl l!br~ry. 

Alttoi'sh I \:zi:ia Il'xe to be of service, kConnatica 
e;ntei.n2rj la t!»e £Uc3 of ila if hi reus; >;e maintained i» corilcbnnal iJ? i 
In accori'rncc with rc;ulillo:i3 of the r*prr:n»cnt .of Justine anci 13 »-■- :-■ 
anifr-'jin for cCilcinl jio only. I reject thrt I rv:n unnbt^ to help * 

yen In *:-j» i: ...*'.rjr .-it trujt yci v.U! ea^rctmu the rMser.u for -: 

l M 3 nol'c . HtT-s :fr> not I'Jc-r cttl'.si itot we do «r d-. net htiv? 
cr.u in oiv : ilos rol-tip^ to the eubject3 of yorr lsqciry. 



«f:'J Of iiiterc:jt. 



Lnc?cj3d te corse literature ^iileh I truss you will 



Sincerely yevrr , 
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( Jee !Toto an. I Enclosures, page 2) 
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Kacfoiuvci; (5) 

Cciiiraunlt-c: The In crcllble Swindle 

Deadly Cuel 

Let's fight Communism Sanely! 

Fcith In God— Our Aiu.ver to Communism 

"Our iiciitase of Greatness," 12-12-34. 



NOTE: 

13 no dsro^ator 

the Lord" 




annot be identlf ied in Buraaa flits. There 
atl^n in Bgii/es concerning the "Jvord cf 
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Star Uri a-: ; -Uk~«; r >-. . rfftr. V '■• . ^3:££ : ^>--^:.^^ ^ 

Xa «fa« Iword of tae lord^j »S ~*^^£Sh?*3&''' 

X **▼• *©•» reading aecuaaUono again* tay*|t1nni1 ' . J Zi-gi&s&ttiik^ 
Cornell ef ew?h*« and tae aeada of ttit er«aalaatlea,— /■• r-^iT^*^*** • 
Bioaop ?ike,-So«ene Ceroon Blake, Blekop ©aaaa, leary : .r.;£-^-pgkSj?..--. 

Kboz Skerrlll, and^n* otter leadoro. . ±>*i'+^:.yw-iH- r tt^-$f£^is^ 

*: ;u»f «; Sunday Sekool teacker for tke adults la tke - i, -.««^» w^F-***;*" 
1 ■taetfcodiot Ckurek. and oar ckurek eelo&cc to tka-w-^^*^*-..- 

. ICC, 1 v< 



l^lwoald appreciate oar laforaetioa rea cm fire m,»v ^^T^&j?-/6£js. 
or If yoa oaa tell ae ekere X eaa receive tkle lnforaatloai '.>:,>*£ :*$£&:::.■* 
X hare Juet ftaltked ■fester e of «§etlt» and aa ceaulaely ' *• ^ ? - •*-• 
eoaearaad 



just ft nlsked ■festers of fltetlt* and aa c«»t»**? ^H^t>-iiEi: ' 

ad for oar aonatrr. • .-.^ ■■• ' - ._.? *. , .- ■^■••:-^r* ? ET V^Vfrfr" ■ 
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">"t :ctt2.? cf April 20th fare 0;?n rescfrei. 

V.ith reject to y^irr ir.ra*lry, Izfonritloa con- 
t?ir.- Ji ; i iha dios ci the 5 ST jsua la :vsi;i : rln;d rs coRii-.teLUr.l 
;n r.ocux .-?i«e vltfa rojjrv-.tfom cf the He?>*>r:v--_ent o! Justica -ni 
ic r.v.i^b-o for oMc!?l iks mly. I trrot y.u ^1U ivjartten-i the 
n:*c . rry rc«o :ji for tJr.ln p-jlic:;. lad It ia 2;cpe.t ycu tUI cot 
Msr -.::r.«v ibat 7/3 uo sr do rot ! it© d?.ta in our 1I.C3 «l?.ar w 
•o ih:. \?tionrl C?!*c?il of Ourchor; cT Ctrl:.* ia /mcricn. 



1 






-■4 
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V v. ^-snoct tto c.-.;*o7vd by t!?3 * 3 '-.r:I T .uic2i: 
;f ; r. -rMrrr/ion ;.* a -Vrocla; i^ir.: »*rcm w ;irch 2% •/ •?.. ur .11 
.:•!".' IJ. l?31, _ vliisn !-.e vcli-.nt?.Tily ri-sira*-*. Iara^uch l.o Js 
.•j-cnl: ucU.vtt5.?o rrs r-'-rcc-arJ. v^»;t:ir23 ci !iiJ own. I *»". nn?K»o 
i-j co.uo.nt on *.:*c.v. in «»n;* nsuanbr 7.;v*ts»riv::r. 

I r.rc «:.cio3lr.£ co/ne iitorr.htre irhioa I trtst yfen 
-111 r.r/i ir:»ormrUrc. 
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LSD Lrtro - -*/ftT 

Internal Security Statement - 4/17/62 

I .at* o Fight Communism Sanely 1 

Faith 4.1 God — Our Answer to Coxmunisn: 

fTOTE: Correspondent is not Identifiable in Buttles. 
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/♦pril 20, 1965 



ir. J. £.i^r hoov?r, Director 

iU- FaderaL Diu-jau of Investigation 

?.HShin£ton, D. C. 
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r .e?r ar. kocvsr: • -1 --Vh: -. 

J Ha dirtncred by tha persistent rumors that ai^e aortic * ^:v 
ti.une day* concerning tae possibility of caia.junist infiltra- 
tion and activity within the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in taorica, its leaders and st-»IT. While I fiad it 
difficult to accept perso:v*.—y i d^ realise that cocn&uiists 
will and do endeavor to infiltrate w»3re they c?n to lchleve 
.Tnatever ori vantage nay be possible for the reuii^itio;: of their 
vicious objectives. The difficult -.hlng is that ccae people 
except runors and accusation cj innuendoes as fact arid are 
stayed in their thinking to the poi.it ahere f.arful and sus- 
picious of very hor.estcier:/y and chjr ..v.a g:. i«e local lsval 
as %eli as those in official catcg^ri^s en the national level 
of organization. I Live on; surrh cun i.i this little con^re- 
.jut ion I as s^rvln.r, v.ho, because h* Listens to, and evidently 
seiisvos what Dan Sxost has said jubsut vhe Council, no* refuses 
to zotte to church because our rati una body, one Lutucran 
Cr.urch in America, holds ^c^lars\vL;> in ths Council and utilizes 
soz-Q of its services, he follows boot's advice* 

I should • Ike to know whether ther« :'c nny t/icence of ccxzm- 
x.ist infiltration of the rfatlcaal wcineil of Churches of Christ 
in Auerica. If thsre are, w*ey sswuli be exposed end relieved 
If there are coruTX r iit;ts in .• .y position in the Council, ~hy 
have they no"*, bsen exposed *-;• the ?*$££-f y 

...r. Spool's public-Aliens ir:.i.-ate t.vst. he ris at one tiae.coc^. - 
c^ctcd aith.th* Ks.I., whi-sh by ii.p a .inatio*i »ouid iix^t&tts* *' 
tna& he i<: reliably informed about *Lost t/cln-j on trhioh be 
aires to rp^ai. But I would 11. w to question just lira reliab ;- 
is ir. S&oot's inforautiortV Arid al:< , I car-vfc bat icier -by 
h? is r.o lenjer with the F.j.I. 

1 love ay countryand all it stands -or, aivi ..y appreciation 
for this iierltam grews vritb my y,-.rr.. I also love ay Church 
ADd realise how'greatiy itv Gospel hs. con tri Sited to our 
national horitarrs. fcui I c^act stand to c*e either our nation 
or the Cnurch eabotayed by f-ilco ?•:;:.; -ors vhaUnrep their color. 

1 sh-ill appreciate hsaring f roa you. 
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Memoiandum 

'•• **"• A » H - BalBont.!/' „ AIX: April 22, 1965 rl* S £n3rfzr_" 

■**■*?_■. 

.<o\t : *r # c. Sullivan **-* — 
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.riUW- AZVEREND JAMES C. BOOHS- 

^IBECTT.?. OF COMMUNITY ACTION 
• NATIONAL COUNCIL OP THE 
Ci.UnO-.L3 OF CHRIST 
ulb RIY2RSIDS EftlVE " 
XEW Y0.1K, KEW YORK 

• 

Ttc above-captioned clergyuan has been known to me 
for a few years. He is a very serious young man, formerly 
with the United States Marines, and I have found aim to be 
quite reliable. T.'hile in Washington, he dropped by to tell 
iuc ttfat five times within the past few months, the* Reverend 
Dr. ilar.tin Luther King has tried to persuade the Ii&tional 
Council of the Churches to sponsor sotie of his activities. 
£ach t^.ne Reverend Koore told me the National Council refused 
arsolutely to give sponsorship to Dr. King. He said this 
would continue to be tlie policy cf the Council. 



. ^, I asked Reverend Koore about some of the press accounts 

.#* referring to a resolution on Vietnam adopted by the National 
iy|. Council of Churches recommending that warfare cease in Vietnam. 

Reveread Uoorc said that he had a copy with him and would pass it 
on to me. He added that the extreme right-Ting critics of the 
National Council had been making false charges concerning this 
resolution saying that the National Council was opposed to war 
^ m againsc the communists and were advocating giving in to communist 
<i demands in Vietnam. Reverend Koore said this is completely false 

lend poir.ted to the resolution given to me wherein it stated "the 

{concern of ti:e United States for the freedom and independence of 
rll peoples. M He tlso pointed to a key paragraph which r::acs to 
I the eixect tint the National Council urged the United States 
Government "to negotiate a cease fire and a settlement of the t?ar 
which will attempt to achieve the independence, freedom and self- 
determination of the people of South Vietnam." 

ll 7CS:cd 

rl. cs) • . ;> , 

1. - Kr. Bclaont / 

1 - Kr. Sullivan — , 

•1 - Mr. DeLojch CONTINUED - 0YE3 

1 - Mr. Sizou 3 :.-.. L ' .5 

» 1 - llr. BatiKgardaer r !" 

I Enclosure 
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Memo Mr. Sullivan to l!r. Belmont 
R£: REVERSKji JAMES C. KOORE 

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY ACTION 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 

'CHURCHZS OF CHRIST -"rSi 

475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE 

NEV YORK, HEW YORK 

Mr. lloore pointed out that this whole position taken 
by the National Council was in accord with President Johnson's 
"unconditional negotiation" concept; that nowhere would the 
. Council take a position that the United States should not defend 
} itself even by war, if necessary, against the coaaunist world. 
I The resolution is enclosed. 

MOTION ; 

For your information. 
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RESOLUTION OH VIETNAM 

Adopted by the General Board 
February 25, 1965 
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a^OTnlsir .- the concern of the Unite! States for the freedom and independence 
01" all peoples; 

Ac::noirl3l:in~ our responsibility to the people of South Vietnam vto have been 
depending upon our aid; 

Repressing our distress at the continued violence, war, end loss of life of 
all the peoples involved; 

Believing that mankind must learn to settle its disputes around the conference 
table rather than on the battlefield; 

yplcccir:; the initiative taken by the Secretary General of the United Kationa 
in the present cri3is and sharing his conviction that, "only political and 
diplomatic methods of negotiation and discussion may find a peaceful solution" 
to the problem; 

Cc-nscio^s that there are nany difficulties and dilemmas facing our country 
in n*-;COtiatior.s for political settlement, tut niniful also of the 3crious- 
n' •*-, of proloii3cd military conflict, the Sanc^r of escalation of hostilities, 
and the ra-sii>ility of a third /orld :/ar. 

The General 2oard of the National Council of Churches urges the United Stntss 

Goveriiocnt: 

§ > 

I To encase in persistent efforts to negotiate a cease fire and a settlement 
of the war which will attempt to achieve the independence, freedom and self- / 
determination of the people of South Vietnam; " ; 

To utilise United lotions assistance in achieving a solution and in seeling 
to reduce th* area of coni'liet Ly effective border control and internal 
policing; and 

Ts civo cold r,ad creative leadership to a bro^d inxernational development 
prc^rsuii for the KEKCK3 Secion and to continue full scale U. S. econc-sic 
bxJL technical assistance where necossery. 

The General Beard plelc^o support and cooperation in the ur;~nt tasks of re- 
conciliation end reconstruction- in VietarjL* 
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April 14, J 865 
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I y^col/cd your i?tt;v o' frjrl 7th airJ \/a;& to tha;& 
you for your e::p/ sstiion of coaftte*' ^o la siy administration of tla •_ 
7*"L it Is hoped our future" endeavurs will continue to merit 72*r5 
s-'yport and approval. ^;\ : ^?* i* 




?;*r oui.Tir;2 use c;;Iy* Therefore, T trust ycu v/iJl un/sjjiVtad^y 
I iTt ;:ot in a pes it lea to ccinment f lor* the lines ycu lifib j*s^*3teJ 
?; i iscjo you will not infer either thst we do or do not ;-*.ve :Iate in 
ocr riles relating to tiio rational Ccunall of Cfarreiics or the Circuit 
riders, Trc. 

Znclosari is soir.e literature I trust will be of inter^t 

_ tins&rcl; yours, 






'.clc-rrts 0). * 
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"i'aith in God— Oar Answer To Communism" 

'Our Heritage of Greatness" 

Let's Fight Communism Sanely! 

4-1 "7 -62 Internal Security Statement 

4-1-6: T*E3 Introduction 

NOTE: There is no data in Bufiles to preclude this letter. 
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Y.t J. i'fgar Hoover 

Fcnerol 3urs£u cf Investigation 9 

l&s'.tir.iton, D. C. 

Dc&r Mr. 'Iccvcr: 

Ve ; tV. ir.r u'ocrs of the Officii! law* cf V e 




urc 



Mr. Teton. 
Mr* Bcimopi '. 
Mr. Uofcr _ 
Mry&Oa'.i 
*:£<£* |*r. 
Mr. QlUhar, 
Mr. Con rati 

Mr. K<dt 

Mr. C&l* ... 
Mr. Ra-wti fc 
Ur. £u!:iran 
fir. Ta**L. .. 
Ittr- Ti«*t*r„ 
T«4c Rr*m . 

Miss Candy 



nect 1 ycir hclu. Severe! cf us hsvo roa^ ^n!/cr hear-^ttat tM Petit" -jl Cru*<±i 

cf Churches Ins a larrc nurber cf Communists, fellow trrvelrcs etc* i- it. It 
is said t'.-.?t r hcok rublishcd by the Circuit vipers, Inc., 11" Oov^;..T.cnt !1-C3, 
Cincirr.^ti ;, Ouo stetea thot at least 653 officials of t e :\ C. C. !;•*•." % ^£ i 



CcTmunist-fr^rt records. 



3* ■ 



Ifc lave rsjr ether s-tfcles thct i.::ic-;te t'-e lr.cl: of Christian motives *;y *L 



t>e ij # o. c. 






If t r e N. C. C. is going the vror.£ way ye wish to yr±r\(: t' «• !'cthcsist3 cn5 cr 

«c rr.zrrr ethers cut of it if ve ccn. • /• 

C :r ~.«:ct r» itlr.r cr t*« Lfflciv] Jorr/r will > hs!2 or. :-y 2, 1?C5 unci wc 

.'-II ::c*5 rr.r oriJcr.ee to rriscrt At t 1 i;. -.--atinr t it vill x; hel-5 jvc-t ?-itr 

* 
'•:-** cur ii :.uc3 ?lttho;iLt C r -:nfer*;r.ce. / 

Yc:;r ha2 will ie d.c.ly or^ireciatci. 



?/s. 

^^work reat PerSOnal admira tion for both you and 
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Al»n 14, 1W$ 




Ueir 



Youi* lcttar of <lr>ril Eta has b jcr* rscciv :2. 



la resporse to your irjulry, I vould ii!:e to 
•~ ot:t out tlmt information cor.tair.2d in cnr filse must be 
iru-Lntaineci as ccnliusntlal in accordr.ice v/lth regulations of ? I 

the Department of Justice and is available for official vjc _., -f 

only. In view of this, I am cure ycu r.ill ontter stand v;li7 1 ' Z 

c-nac*. cct-icient concerning the organisation you *.&aied. i C7? r. '• 
hori /era v. ill ?ct inf or eitfcsr that v:e do cr do r ethane c*sta ;._,§: f» 
in -^r fite-j rcsircliiij this .juojeot. 






T am enclosing seme general i^Ionration en 
t!*o su'oj jet of coaunurisui T/b!ch I tx <st t;1U &» of interest 
to you. 

Sincerely yours, 



^ i i ....... / ^ 



| APrtI:'i9o5 J J. EJsar liwvrf / 



-i * Ovr lierit-i™ of Greatn253 ••" . ■/ 

& The CP, Ul'A (5 - - : '. ^ * ■ > . ' 

Cc*r.siuni.~.ni — The T.icredibi 2 Srdntilc * 

Co:amu:il.:t Hlvsion and £0 ;o»;ratic . .reality ^ 

TioCFLine 

KCTJ: Correspondent is not iderlOatl? in J>AfUes. Tfcej 
|el22taii^ir : octory >ao been searchsd for possible vari 

although none lias been Iccated. Correspondent is apparently 

t'4 ',*" . T nSrmu^nA this directory . 

?.I :aib .(1) .-. : ' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Derar Mr. Hoover: 

Will you please send any pampnlets on 
Communist methods, brain washing, activities in churches, 
schools, etc. We feel information from you is reliable and 
that people will believe it when they won't believe anytnine 
else. 

Especially would I like statements from you aoout 
Communist domination of the National Council of Churches. 

I will appreciate anything you see fit to send 
me so that I can get it to ministers and teacners, etc. 



Very sincerely. 
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Do?. 



Yo ii' tetter of S.pril 7i:i has teen reosiv ju 
ck-J I v/arr to trlro tii?.s opportunity to '.har.li yea for your 
very coxpllrnc.itnry re.r.ax&s. Your ?upnoi'fc of this Eureiu 
ifi cartel:: ly appreciated. 

White I would li!:o to be or nssijtance, interaction 
contrJned in the W.zz of Via T£I must be mairtniced as ccniLfeattel 
in accordm?? .vita resolutions o? tii» D2s?.rt\ient ol Justice. In 
vic.v of Uiis, I am aur-*« you v/ill ar.iorstrni v. tiy I c&mot co.ui^ert 
al<\n;j the lines ol your inquiry. 

I aui cnclooin* sonic ;n?.teriai wekh I hepe you 
will /ind o; inte r est. 

{ . I Sincerelr yours, 

! > •• i :. 1955 j 
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N?T5: Cf-rrcspcndent is not ii?ntifiaole in L'ulilea. 

Time for £eciaon 

Our Ecrita^e of Grsatnes3 

Time of Y»cting/ % 

Let's Fight CoKimunism Sanely 

ralth in Ged.--?JUr Answer to Communism 

(3) \J 
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ApriL7. 1965 


Mr J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of the F.B.I. 
Washington D. C. 





My Dear Mr. Hoover 

I first want you to know that in the opinion and 
that of my friends you are the most respected and loyal American » 
alive today. It is of this great respect that I seek your advice for 
I know that you have taken much in your effort to stay honest. 

I am concerned about tne activities of the national , 
& World Council of Churches and I seek your advice in forming 
an opinion as to wheather I should ask that our Church withdraw from 
these organizations. • I beleive these folks to be communistic in 
their policy but have no proof. I think they engage in politics to 
much. 

Will you help me? 

Sincerely 
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AjriXT, If 05 



Ycur loiter of Varcb 31st bus been received, and I wans 
yo.i very much for your !;*a-l sentiments ana egressions of ccrJidencc :a this 
Bureau. 

V'bilo I would certainly like to be of service to you, information 
cc.itair.eJ m the fite3 of the FBI must iie mrinfrined as ccrfidsntial in accordance 
with regulations of the Department of Justice at J is available for official use cnly. 
Therefore, I trust you will understand why f cannot fui.:ish specific data along 
the lines ;ou have mentioned. However, you mi^ht be intei c\te& in Vxi estimates 
iut ^.le by the communists themselves. In 7V:ruary, i;'G2, Party leader GiS Kali 
made a public strtament to tfe-i effect tliat Uv* "state- of- mind" membership of tbs 
Prrty *m«Ut run as hi£h as 12 J,00J. During a press mtsrvie.y at St. Louis, 
J."ussouri, ii e^rly 1384, he stated tint the frequent!,' pubuched figure of 10,^:0 
fcr total Communist Party izie.-.ibership jn the United Otates t/as "quite iccunue." 
According to 1**11, there are in ac'-dition to this total number another 23, 030 or 
30. 003 people who believe in communist leadership in certain areas of the ool.tical 
struggle. : lt is our estimate that for every {lard-core communist, there are at 
tent t 10 sympathizers ready and willing to do the Party's work. 

The Communist Party in this country has attempted to inf titnie 
and subvert evury segaifctt of oir society. Its effort arc baiag thwai'sJ. b* t'jo 
F r !»s internal security prelaws, by investigation, an est aad press ■•.■i-.Uat o! 
Party lunciicnaries and by widespread, intelligent pc Jlic op*/e3ition to lUe co.»u urn- 
nist philosophy. These achievements are bems accomplished through orderly, j;. 
legal procedures. In this respect I an enclosing seme material ovi lining the • ; ' ut 
lateral Governmeot's action. Additional proceediu^s have taken place a^itnst th3 




prior deci/nor.. £:: Ju»ie 6, 1GS4, the Supreme Co- re ceaicd the Govsramcat'fi 
^•i'SAVjiSfi"!^- VI 1Q ! s ^ ES NOTE *** SNCLCirjRES^T PAGE. ' ) 
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•petition. \t c'ic ;TO!?t s.i *ir e : n.r; *.vj».y v. ? iC : :£ lv:i _:Utt:;-.a vine! : Jie mot&a 
to •.'f.i:.-:«,l, :r-.(c :«--c-'-.-t.?.!. Trial i« : ihc ; 'l- :'»r : Ji;» -.■«...* "I ~c*>Oi- ii, 1553, in 






^•ii-C CouL, *.*jt_iij i^t;i.», 



C~ :..c-*n -!:i2 Jols:* ::^;le, I ';:* insure you hj ij not alfiliatcJ -vita 
the "iil *:* ruy r-iuicr, aa-.i Iji3 yei-sonal veaiures, socacejiU and cpfciicjis are 
fftristly h^ o.vi: nr.i do not xei.-raseat toij r.-ireau in sl-.iv /^v^cl v/nniaoever. 

.{ '•::•.;•-- iop.^'.uvP.y Qsr.'j'v.zlzvl it i^ iu^eraim tor .' meri/tuc iz 
mc-ij cfc3 s'jjvuiv.'. .:i»-.! • ;•:-.**:• tio.^3 ol the coiriiiiuniit conspiracy if ?,re v. 3 to 
vif&utiv Jly i.-ij?ii;i :*:«$ o.c. ';;•.- 1! iH-iiic*. ?.»ri.*-j you uny \ isu to r >a 1 ;:iy tarts, 
••:";:i'te:.-i .: 'i?-jc:U • tjvS M A Jtu.iy ol Caa:-ii-inisj!." Pros* Terc v:Ui*: u onisr 
to :.e];j reatlaw -//Jin 211 insighi; into th* ctr:.*.op/ .md Relics of communists brtii 
in this country a.id abroad. Copies aSay be available it your local library. 

Vzncnrvlf ycv.i*3, 
J. Eir-'-r H-wv_r 



L'acIosurCL \5) 

Domestic lateili^ ^r.ce 
Tcith in Goi--Cu. Answer to Comzav.nisra 
Coacmjnism--Thj Incredible Sirindle 
4/17/32 Internal Security Statement 
4/1/61 L2i3 Introduction 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

F. B. I. ' • - ' •'■,.-•-? 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: — •--— 

Will you kindly send reply to several questions: 

1. Has there ever been en investigation of Communist infiltrs 
in the-^lational Council of Churches? 



rii" 




2. 
3. 

4. 



If there has, is there a figure available as to the number who 
■ay be members of this party, or of their fellow travelers? 

i 
Why have we not been able to enforce the Internal Security Act 
of 1950, which was to register Communists, their finances, etc., 
as other political organizations of this nation do? 

A statement in the Pittsburgh Press, Saturday, March 27, mention- 
ed the latter statement in regard to the future investigation 
of the KKK. 

Where can we secure information concerning the Reuther M 
randa to Mr. Kennedy, and has this ever been denied HiH k 
Mr. Reuther of his affiliation with the Communist party 
been publicised by some ant i -Communist broadcasters? 




m 
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I write this letter today following discussion with my pastor, 
firmly defends the national Council of Churches. We had John Noble 
at our church last Tuesday, the 23rd, and this man's message, and 
the following day have left some points to be cleared. Mr. Noble did 
not mention the NCC, but questions were asked, and he tactfully answered 
•ach of them. .'".""" " 

♦ . . " ■ • 

It was a real privilege to have him with as. Re spoke to mare -than 
1500 high school students that day, in addition to about 450 at nl^ht. 

Will you also tell me what his (Holle's) affiliation"ieAtt?h the FBI? 
He mentioned some committee, but I have forgotten. I fi rmly believe all 
lie related, and yet it is difficult to convince others. AUUcalloK TFThe 
answer I 

e APR13K5 

Bless you for your dedication to this nation's aafe ty. W e mead 
men and women of courage and determination that this natfoTTwill 
a free one. Bless you always, may God keep frou in lis c 
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April 9, 





Dc.w 



I receive J your letter of April otn, with enclosure, and-! 
I want to thank, you for your expression of confidence and generous ~". -. 
remarks concerning my administration of the 5 EI. Jt is taped oarm ?'• 
future eudeavorj will continue to merit your support .and approval. _ =. 

With respect to your inquiries, tais Eureuu Uoas not '■' 
have a list of sources such as you mentioned available for distribution.^ ' 
Jurther, individuate from time to ttr.e have made inquiries concernL-c '; 
the National Council of Churches. -mw^ver, information cental ed ia~ 
the Ules of the Jlil mast be maintained aa confidential la accordance 
with regulations of the Dsp-irtmsnt c- Justice an'J is a.viioU* for official 
m.e only. liverefore, taii bureau 1 ; not in a :;oeition to Xurnfrh any data 
and the fcrspe is expvoesed Lnt lie corresponded will not infer eitaer 
that we dw or do rut have data in our ales relating to Ihis &roup. Any 
conclusion dra*n from our position 13 tfcai of the correspondent and not 
. of t j!s bureau. 

V.ith regard to the other matters you have mentioned, Ln 
co-vider/iU. nature of data in our files preciu.ios my answering you. Iu 
ac'.Ution, it ;ias Leea my long -standing policy not to uo sment on material 
, i>st' prip.xci by ms or personnel of thi» Dureau. 
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to you* 



Snuioacd is some literature I trust rdil fce of uL*lxtmce 



itacdrcly your j, 
J. Ei&u: Hoover 
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Enclosures 

**Gur Heritage of Greatness ' 

LcVl li£\u. Communism Sanely! 

*-i-51 LZ2 Introduction *" 

4-17 -02 Internal Security Statement ' 

'Taitii in God— Gar Answer To Communism" 

N3TE: w'orresponient and the individuals named in her enclosure are 
not identifiable in E\:files. 
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Mr. J* Edgar Booitr .---__. 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, S. C. * - * 

Sear Mr. Hoover: 

As a neaber^pa recently orgclaed study group, I hare chosen - 
Communism in the national Council of Churches as my subject to study* 

J on same. I have written for the 



f . : collect information, and report 

(Dan Snoot report on this subject. So you have ary other sources of 
4 nforaatian £a mnavmstl 



information to suggest? 



Arclosed is an article which appeared in the March 1965 issue 
of the Indiana Christian . Tour nans is mentioned without any actual 
* statements from your communications. Could you please supply me with 

J further information on this article? ■ * • . 



_/? Also, our Sunday School Department is undergoing a study of and 

;j ;£$ making changes in the literature taught to our young people. Mich of 

U it ie now coming from the Christian Board of Publication, 8t. Louis* ~ 

X/.I Mo., called the "Bethany Uniform Lessons. 9 this is a non-profit 

$ organisation supplying the churches of the "Disciples of Christ* 

1 So you have information on possible infiltration of this organisation? 



This is aside from the subject Just mentioned, but of increasing 7 
deep concern. The HCUA ie planning to investigate the Kin Kim Elan - ; 
: ?S| . _ all well and good; but, why not the MAAGP also? Z have read an article 
stating that Martin Luther ling, A% belongs to sixty X60) Communist '" 
front organisations* Is there fact to support this? 




Z will appreciate whatever information you can food A Jnrhm *&P 
-3 above subjects and want you to know that yon and your mea/are doing s 
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fine job. Son't back down from these Commissi £-_ ^ Jfi/Y 
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the National Council and the World 
Council of Churches. They accom- 
plished _this by circulating factual 
statement*, writing letters to editors 
of local papers, and by personal 
witness. Their efforts brought com- 
munications from J. Edgar Hoover 
and J. Irwin Millar* former president « 
of the National Council, whose home 
and plate of business is in Colum- 
bus. Mr. Miller wrote to Bill Herod 
as follows: 

"Let me begin this letter by 
stating that I am a layman. of a 
native Hoosier family which has 
lived in Bartholomew County for the 
pa*t 140 years. I am a registered 
Republican, have been a Rotarian 
ror the past 30 years, and a former 
president of the local. Chamber of- 
Commerce. I have been the active 
head of a business for 30 years, and 
during that time have been before 
tax courts, bargained with labor 
unions, experienced strikes, dealt 
with customers, bankers, and had 
all the standard experiences of bus- 
iness managers. In addition, I am a 
veteran of World War II and served 
in the Pacific on an aircraft carrier. 
I have also been an active church 
member ail my life, and each of my 
grandfathers was a minister in the 
Christian Church. 

***Out of this background, I can 
state to you without any qualifica- 
tion whatsoever that the leadership 
of the National Council of Churches 
understands in a very profound 
manner the fundamental conflict 
between Christianity and com- 
munism, and is one of the strongest 
contractive forces at work in this 
country against communism. If I 
thought that this statement was not 
in all respect true, I would certainly 
never have consented to serve as its 
president or be active in its work. I 
feel that the National Council of 
Churches is offering one of the most' 
significant and constructive witness- 
es for Christianity in our society, 
and I ara delighted to devote my 
time to its work, for I know of no 
better place to make my own_Chris- 
tian contriKuticn .*• **"" 



Youth Support NCC 

Four young men of Greenfield, 
two of whom are sons of ministers, 
led by William D. Herod* son of 
Cyrus T. Herod, minuter of First 











W. D. HEROD 



church, conducted 
a counter-attack 
^ against misin- 
«^ Jft formed people 
"** **^ who were attack- 
ing the National 
Council of the 
Churches of 
Christ in the 
U.S.A. 

Bill was at that 
time president of 
the Indiana Seventh District Chris- 
tian Youth Fellowship (Christian 
Churcnes-Disciples;. He is now in 
his first year of training at Phillips 
University, Enid, Oklahoma, and on 
his way to the mission field if the 
opportunity comes. 

His colleagues were two Presby- 
terians and a Methodist: David W. 
(Dave) Wilton, then a semor in 
Greenfield High School, who plans 
to be a teacher; David R. (Dave) 
Lynche. then a senior in high school, 
who expects to be an architect: and 
Lawrence L. (Larry) Smith* whose 
father was the minister of the Trin- 
ity Park Methodist Church in Green- 
field. 

They went into action in March, 
1963, when some people in Green- 
field circulated misstatements about 



—Lower level tentative plan 
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Scar letter of April 3rd Jus been received. 

?. ith resp ?ct to ycur inquiries, information 
contained in the files of the TBI must be maintained as con- 
fidential in accordance ivitu regulations of tae Impertinent 
ef Ju iUce &nd is avaiiaoie ior effkial use only. I regret 
I ci-r.nU oe oi teb: in tfcis iasfcuicd I?ut trust yea unJsrstand 
the necessary reasons for 'ids p-dlcy. , It is hoped you will 
nvt ia:«.r eitb«r that .ve -lo or do tot have oata in our iiles 
r^Jritin; to ycur invairy. 

ZTaciossi is literature Tbich I trust yoa will 
fiau Lv;rc:ativa. 






Sincerely yours, 
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ihtsi-nai Cc-curiLy £tateruent " 

"Faith in God—Our /.never to Ccaimunioci" 
LeTs xifht Communism ianely! 
One ; T ?.tior;a Response to Comxurissi 

irOTI: Correspondent is not t..er.:ifir.jle Li Sufiles. 
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April J, 1965 



/ 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, I). C. 

Gentlemen: 

Sill you kindly send ne the answers to the following 
questions: 

1. 1 8 the* National Council of Churches infiltrated with 
cooraunists? 






2. Are tre activities of the liticnal Council cf Churches, 
in any way. influenced by aerftere of the Coaaunist Party? * 

3. It is ny understanding that Dr. Eus^e Carson Blake, 
forner President of the Kttionul Council of Churches, was 
and is a somber of the Conaamist Party. Is this correct? 

Thank you for any information that you nay be able to 
give ffie. 
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Sincerely yours 
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April 7, 1955 
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a:s£ oh 
Your letter of March 31st has been received. "~ : * ^, 

« «• *., vVlth re5 P ect to ?w inquiry, Information contained 4 

to tee files of the FBI muut be maintained as ecnTideKiial in accordance 
with relations of tha Department of Justice and is available for oLlcial 
xue only. I regret I can.net be of help in thi3 iiv.tance but trust yoa will 
understand the ncac^ary retsens fcr chis policy. It is hoced that you 
will not infer pither that we Co or do not have data In our files relating 
to tho Katicaai Council of Churches. ** 
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Enclosed is literature which I tnot you will find 

Sincerely touts, 

» £ E3gor ifcersE 



:T* ' 1 Enclosure- & note on page 2. 
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Internal Security - 4il? r 62 

Faith In God— Our Answer to Communism 

Let's ri;Tfct Communism Sanely! 

One Naticn*s Response to Communism 



KOTE: Correspondent is net identifiable in Bufile3. 
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Karoh 51 t 1965 



Federal Bureau of Inve stigat ion 
Washington, D.C* 

Gentlenen; 

Have you any information which leads you' 
to believe that the Rational Council of Churches r 
is infiltrated by communists? Are there 

ironists in the. clergy in the United States? 

' *• 
Tlcase forward to us any inforoation you 

may have* Thank you. 

Tours very truly. 
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Minister 
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FROM 




DIRECTOR. FBI v .' -./-.-. .'t^ 
SAC, SPRINGFIBID (94-349) 




Re Bualrtel, 3^6-65, and Springfield airUeljj^S-W-SS 



^3-19-03, . 



• — -- . - — ... _ . ■< ••.— « -» 






on Harch""29, 1965 # upon his rel 
He was furnished the aeteriml sent from tbe 
expressed his appreciation for it. 

He explained that originally several problems had .'*»£ 
eoae to his desk because of letters which quoted In part -t? — ^ 
statements made by Mr. HOOVER AMD because of their quotations ' 
out of context they seemed to lend emphasis to the subscribers* 
letters. It was 'his point, that in order to have an accurate 
summation, that the entire context of items be xnovn. 



•- — . % 



-- » v ^ 







*-.••*."■• He advised he has a great respect for the 1BI 
and Mr. HOOVER as the Director of the FBI. He was oordi 
invited to contact the Bureau or representatives there o~f 
at any time he feels Bureau sources may have been misquote d *x" 
oriben te may be of general assistance to 



•«1^3 jr-Bureau - 

~~;r 1 5 Springfield 

^fc«CR^(yLS . * 
. a^«(4)w» 



1 ^ -^ ■ - 




r. 






• 



9: 



March 31, 19CS 
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Sir! 



*ri*. 



^ 







icir lecter of Ivtirch 2Sth has been received, and 
Z ccr^?i*:iy appreciate the generous jemmsafci conjirnliis icy 
ft<in:in! .iraticn or the PEL It ti hcfed that car future enJeavors 
continue io meet *vith your approval. 

Although I wculd ifce to *e c! 30tric2,L-formc.tion 
contain «i in the Tile 3 of this Eurem mu3t bt maintained as 
confidential in accordance with regulations of the De^artmsnt of 




tc i*i9 organisation about v/Iiich you asked. 



rri 



Sncios3d is 3ome m^rial srl^eh I tru-^t you will 5? 
fin J of Intsrejt. Perhaps ywi may also v.*«3h to refer to my "~ ,: s 
Looks, "M&stors cf Deceit" and "A jfeidy of Communism," whicip 
vera v^.tten to h-5!p read^ra gain an Insight Into the strategy an t 
tactics of communists, both in thi3 country and abroad. Copies 
may be a/ailcbie at your l2cal library. 



Enclosures (5) 

Deadly Tusl 

Domestic Intelligence 

Let* 3 Fi»jht Communism lanely! % 

"Faith in God— Car Answer to Communism*' 

Communism— The Incredible Swindle 



Incercly yours, 
J. lv'xu* Aw:q£ 
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March 26,. 1965 



The Honorable u . Edcror Hoover 
director Federal Bureau of In 



V f . Der*£Ttr:;ert o£ justice 
Washirrton 2$, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Investigation 



S Mr. T'.'c-t 
I Mr. Brtjwtf- 

! -ir. i •' ••• •■ 





/ c ^ 
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I with to take this opportunity to «av T h«™ „. i-v. v ^ I s 

praiae ft, y c„r r^/So* .k d£,J i^W 8^ She !g 



I en a Methodist layman and interested ir. tie weli'a™ «i- 
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Very truly yours. 
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Your letter or March 2Gth, with enclosures, has jeen 
received, and T want to thani: you fur your co<a<)iic.-wtary ccmn:en|| 
ccacsreins my work. I can assure ycu I will strive to nurit yoar ~ 
continue-; approval. 

With respect to your inquiries, Information contained 
in the filer oi the I- EI must be maintained as confidential in accord- 
ance with regulations of the Department or -Justice and is available 
io. % oittclal uso only. I regret I cannot he ot help in this !nstau :c but 
fciust you uni3rsl2»:a th-j accessary reasons ior this t olicy. It is 
hoped you will not i^isr either that we uo or do not have data in our 
lilss relating to tha^-tatioral Council of Churches. 

i&icioseu is some literature which I hope you will tiad 
ot interest. I am returning your stamps 'with this communication. 






Sincerely yours, 
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4-1- il LSB Introduction 

4-17-C2 Internal Security Statement • " * — 

Faith in God — Our Answer to Communism 

Let's Jiiht Communism Sanely I 

Cur Heritage ol Greatness 

NOTE: Corresponoent is not identifiable in F.iniles. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. C. - 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

'• The Council of Churches has become a 
controversial organization, due to some of its decisions 
and activities. I would appreciate information on these questions: 

c r>^ ^ « *' Is there communistic influence in the Council 
ot churches ? 

^ . . . iU 2 - Did tbe Council of Churches influence ministers 
to join m the recent Freedom Marches? 

Thanking you in advance for any material you may 
have on this subject, I am, ' 

Very trujy Yours. 




P. S. I believe that every true American is grateful to you for your 
devotion and the wonderful service you have given to our country 
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I received your letter of f- prch 2£rd and wast tc taank 
you for your generous remarks conceroteg my administration ct the 
F3I. it is hoped our future en<Ieavor3 will continue to uerit your 
support and approval. 

While I certainly woul 1 like to be of service to you, taere 
is so indication from your communication as to whom I allegedly wrote. 
Therefore, I regret 1 am unable to comment sracLficaUy along t>.e llres 
you have mentioned. Frecumtly, in«7idv.U3 have made inquiries con- 
cerning the National cai tforld Council of Churches; however, informa- 
tion appearing in tlie filci of the FBI must be mafcitained as confidential 
in accor&nce with rcgul&tioas of the ^epartmest of Justice and Is 
available lor official use only. As a result, tills Eureau is not in a 
position to furnish any information concerning these groups and it is hoped 
you will not infer either that we do or do not have data in our files relating 
to them. 

Enclosed is some literature I trust will be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



-//".•Enclosures (5) / ' ^ ' 

"n_7^. l - Indianapolis - Enclosure- ' ' . m „., '• 

, - * — Enclosures &<note page 2.;; »U 
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Faith in G~J 
"ULZ Intro - 4-1-C1 
Iutt.-nal itccruy - 4-17-82 
Let's light Communism Sanely 
Our Heritage of Greatness 



230T*.: Correspondent is not identifiable in EuTiles. 
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March 23, 1965 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

* L In a recent report on page 22, in the March, 1965 
"-we QfThe Indian a Christian I read of an episode which occurred 
in Greenfield, Indiana. 

The report concerns four or five young men who 
■went into action in March, 1*53, when some people in Greenfield 
circulated misstatements about the National Council and the World 
Council of Churches. " According to the article these men circulated 
■: >? factual statements to counter the misstatements. Quoting again; "Their 

*A fi „ ts brou S ht communications from J. Edgar Hoover and J. Irwin 

1 m Miller, former president of the National Council, whose home and place 

i of business is in Columbus. " (Ind.). 

■ ; A letter is printed concerning Mr. Miller's views but 

f v < nothing concerning what your communication said was presented. 

jl h l wou *d like to know what your communication said. I 

lf^ really feel thaUt is none of my business but there is the posdbility that 

:! &* your prestige and honourable name has been "dropped" to cover for some 

1! ,rc propaganda. 



j I am just a bit curious about what your communication con- 

tained. The fact that your name was mentioned and absolutly nothing was 
presented as to your comments makes me wonder. 



A great amount has been shown to indicate that the National 
Council of Churches needs to at least become aware of its association, if not 
more aware of guagering its membership. The reports that the N.C.C. is 
involved in "front organizations is bothersome to me. I certainly could not 
support any organization of such leanings knowingly. 

I want to thank you personally, or at least by letter, for the 
dedication and service you have rendered to our great country. 
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Mirch 2£ t 1C65 
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i received ycur letter ol ! "arch "23rd ar.d 7/ant to 
thank you Tor your interest In *-ril*-.-3 as •*«« as your very kind 
scr.tSsc-&t3 ccnccrnirs my i7orJc. TTra r: \y wish to ?t.cw tint 
Preside at JclMwSn hao v.'aived cu'.aca^ry rotir '.-scent re *ar&as 
.v.o by a i Executive Order, and It ic c:y rlejire to re-sain In ray 
pirsent capacity as long as I can be of rorrfrs to oar ration. 



»« sr 



T/lth reject to yovr liqrtry, t tfor»oat!ini conlai.ie«CD 
in :•« £i!v3 of too .vBI ranct be jr.iLi>.:uid as ccaUcontial la acecr^ 
awe « Jtr. :c?i'iatioi!j of the re?ari.T.t::t cf .Ju^tiie aad ir available ' 
for o-Tlcru use only. I re ; ;re* X canrot *-s cJ feul? In this tostaz-es 
but li-ntt yea i!ndsr3±a:'d the a&iesBary rsasens fcr taa £31*27. It 
13 ao-oi yra will act inter cither ih. .t ::i d or do not havs riata in 
our Oss 1 3ia*i33 to thfc Ilatj^ial Co-aseU of Ciuirc&s*. 
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Tscicscsi is corns literature s .?Meh I trust you ^j?1U 

ltd inli>;, native. 
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Sincerely years. 
/ J. Edgar Uoovs? 
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'* ~- L3t's Firht Coaaraunism Sanely! 

"l;^ZZZ ^ ne l^^s Resoor.se to Communis;-* 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington , D. C. 

% Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Mr. Hoover * 




! 



I am a member of a church committee which is 
assigned the task of gathering information concerning communist 
infiltration and influence in the governing bodies of our churches. 

* We will be particularly concerned with activities 

of the National Council of_Churches in these fields. 

1. N. C. C. cooperation with the World Council 
of Churches which has appointed Communists to it's boards as 
voting members and officers. 

2. N. C. C. activities in the civil rights marches and 
possible collaborations with communist organizations 

3. Efforts of the N. C. C. to dilute the influence of 
the Bible and the N. C. C. approval of banning the Bible from our 
public schools. 

Any information you can furnish will be very greatly 
appreciated. Thank you for your devoted efforts along these lines. 

I hope you never retire. 
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ri3 * ^ 
Your letter of InarcU 18th ha» oeen received. H ^ 



kVtta respect to your inquiry, the statement to 
which you lave referred has ween tnxen partially fron: one of • 
any statements made pravicusly. Ym n,ay be interested in 
knowing information contained in ih. files of the FBI trust be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice and Is available for official use only. 
In addition, the I LI, being an tayestfeatlva agency of the federal 
Government, neither makes evaluations nor ira*s conclusions 
concerning tne character or reputation ol any organization, 
publication or individual, nor does tils Eureaa give "license** 
to any Individuals or societies to publicly praise or condemn 
any organization or person. 

lor the reasons I have set forth, I can assure you 
that the TBI has not made any public statement praising or con- 
demning the Federal Council of Churches or the National Council 
of Charehc3. Therefore, I trust ycu will urJsrsLvJ our position 
in these matters. 



s 



Enclosed L* son»e literature I truit will be of 
assistance to you. 



/ 



Sincerely your*, 



•' >- (See Enclosures and NCTSconiext page. 
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"Cur Heritage of Greatness 

Internal Security Statement, 4-17- S2 

"Jaita i*; Gci-Cur Answer to Communis*. *' 

LEB Intro, 4-1-31 

JLet's 7!^ it Communism Sanely I 

NOTE: Con espon Jen: Is not ider.tiflaole in lufiies. Several 
chrircr. v roups have continued to use the Bureau's position of * 
not oeir.i aule to furnish data as a basis Tar inferrlr.c in iraolied 
clearance These .natters feave coziz to our attsnt.cn previously 
ana it has teen considered the best policy to ignore straightening 
out ice source unless tin issues Ucome pointed and ./idesprcanT 
It ic okvicuo the article in Question 'ailed to 'nclude in tne quota-ion 
Ironx Mr. Hoover the contrasting v/ord "praising. " 
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Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoovers 

I hpve just read a pamohlet entitled m Tb» 
Truth About the National Council of Churches". 
This paper is taken fr6s Presbyterian Survey 
of December, 1964. 

The following passage, supposedly taken 
from a letter written by yon, is included In 
the paper: -"that neither oh this occasion nor- 
at any other time, h«-ve I m?»de *ny stetenent 
criticising the Federal Council of Churches or 
the National Council of Churches," 

I would very much like to know if you 
ever wrote the above passage, andv if so, if 
you hold the same opinion of the£&*iion£l_2aun£ll 
of Churches at this time. 

I en '• member of the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. Since this church takes • 
an active part in the activities of the HCC, 
your opinion of this organization is of great - 
importance to me and to others of the congre- 
gation who have doubts about the motives of the 
HCC. 

Your reply will be greatly appreciated. 




n 




EX-XSB 




:/. 






KfrW 



100 



'SOU*'/ -&/1 ? 



J 






SO MAR BtV*^ 



y s *-s ¥*?* /*-• ** * ** m . -A rr ^ 



* . * :" * ** » «•* ' m ' J T ,P . '* 




* 



* 



secis 



.larch 22, 10G5 






* 
ft <** 



/l 




Dear 



Your icttar of March ICO has been received. 



V aile I v/ould like to be of assistance, information 
contained in the files of tie FBI mu3t be 3iaintrd*ied as confidential "" ~ 
in z ;corda;v;c with regulations of the Department cf Justice- In viewaj £ 
of this, I cannot ma^e any comment concerning the subjects of your ? 
inquiry. *— ' *> 



of intarest. 



I a 11 enclosing so*ne material I hope you rriu find 
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Sincerely yours, 
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U. 3. Nev/s i WorW Report articles l2-7-6£ & 12-21-6* 

St. Louis Globe -Democrat, 11-25-61 

Our heritage cf Greatnsss, 12-12-34 

Time of Testing 




S. : 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufties, and T Jhited Church 
Women is a department of the National Council cf Churches. We have 
nad a number of inquiries regarding it from citizens. 
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Ifr. J. *£dgar Hoover 
Director of the F. B. L 
4936 30th Place 
Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. Hoover. 

I am an American patriot, the mother of two college student*, 
the wif eo^^aneffeorofessor^aformer teacher of twelve years, next 
door to#4| fcn^member of thejgniged . 

Church Wnmm in thT^^J^M^^^^^^ arsa^ 

Presently, I am deeply concerned with the patriotism of the people 
of our great United States. There seems to be no love of oomtry as I 
knew It when I taught flag respect and civics, m this I refer directly to 
the politician of our country and now even the church. Before X work 
further for the United Church Women I feel that I honestly wish to know 
exactly what it is I am sponsoring. 

Since presently, it appears to me that the Church is sponsoring the 
Communists, I feel that I need your advice. 

Will you please advise me as to whether Martin L. King is or is 
not a communist? Does he associate with known communists? Is then -v 
any known association of the communists with the Council of Churches'/ \ 

K program? ^A^J 

I have noted in recent meetings of the United Church Women that 
several women seem to be very doubtful as to the so called "good Intent" 
of Martin L. King.. I simply cannot appreciate or sanction such childish, 
rioting type of behavior, no matter what the intent 1 _ I 1 1 1 / 

/66-SC7l't- LTlU 

I In the sincere interest of our country I would deeply appreciate any 

advice which you will give to me and I shall use it in * h * nnnif frf fir n 
country and for the betterment of the church. ; 

— Thank you, most sincerely, for all you have done flkdlDT Ore gcfcd 
%>r which you stand. Please expose, these.m te getting Helium jillir ')T' 
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i jjr Istlsr of ivaich IGtii *vx: been received. 

.* Although I would lilie to Lra 01 ^ervica, inforiaa- 

ion 'jo-iiaineJ in the file:; of the r £1 mv.zt b3 r^ainiainsv! as 
z ;i;ILl^tial in ae^or^ance with rc^ul?.tiOiic of ths f^artrr.snt 
.£ JVjlice anl ic ?.vailal:le lor olaeinl U33 only. I hops yea 
.viil •• :t inter ci^iior thai *v& do or Jo not have data in our 
Jliss izlzXLiz to *J?e indiviilualj OrMit v/^3v. ; you ?s; ei. 

IL-icloscd is.uonie materia? v/iiich I tnust you 
.vill i : ;: I ox iat3i-35t. 
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L'hiterely yours, 

•J, 3:^(H... - 
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Faitli in God— Our Answer to Co:viL.iunisrr: 

Let'^ Fight Co'-iT.unisn? Sanely I 

4/1/61 L2B Introduction 
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Washington, D. C. 
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Dear Sirs: • 

I would like information on the leaders of 
the National Council of Churches. Who are they and what 
subversive organizations do they belong to. 

I am trying to convince a few people that the 
N. C. C. is Communists infiltrated, and they want proof. 

Thank you, 
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Bonorabla John B. Anderson ' / 
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Bonorabla John 

Boom of Repreeeatattr •• 

Washington, a C. S0S1I 

sly daar Congrcaamar 



I racclTod your l etter of March Had 
monicatlon f i 
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Whila I certainly would like to ba of aarriea 
to your constituent, information contained la the fllea of the 
FBI must ba maintained aa confidential In accordance with 
angula tions of the Depa rtment of Jostles. Therefore, 
I trust*] frill nnderataad why thla Barean la 

not In apoVBonToMmment along the Unea he haa euggestsd. 

to response to your request, t 
hja letter to you. along with some literature I 
of Interest " 
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Faith la God— Our Answer to Communism 
**- : 4-1-ftl LEBIatro 
^5 4-17-61 Internal Security Statement 
Let'a Fight Communiam S&nelyl 
cfiOar heritage of Greatness 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inveatlgatlon 
Department of Juatice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: I 



^^^^^eceivedtheenelea^. 1 




letter froa the Pastor of the^ 
-^Illinois and I would call your attention ' 
______ Ige one, continuing over to pege two wherein -^ 

he esks~«y~h«lp *» obtaining a statement from the Federal Bureau of A «» 
Xnveatlgation on Dr. Martin Luther King and Dr. Edwin Dehlberg, • n e 




'it vary much hopeful , 
time for their ministerial 



% 



X would point out that 1 
va night supply htm with this 

•eating that has been sat for« w 

^■»»^mmmmmmammmmmmmmmmmms»mmmmmsmm»r */ 

I would also kindly ask that you return the enclosure with loot 
reply. / w^ 



Thanking you in advance, Z an 



▼ery truly, youre, 



OfrtaJb ^luli/n 



Meafcer of Congress 
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March 19, 1965 



V The Hon. John B. Anderson 
The House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Anderson: % 

At the suggestion of our mutual friend,^ ^a writing 

you and sharing a problem which has dcvelopSnri^BP^rWBFerns accusa- 
tions mad/lgainst leading clergymen involved In the present racial conflict and 
/ also in t heNational Council of Ch urches. The question is partly, of oo«m,» 
matter of the clergy's participation iiTcurrent national issues but. more specifically, 
tothe quick application of the label communist. One of the involvements which 
w wiv h ***.... for me i s my being elected to the chairmanship of 

th s9° r tbe coming year. 




♦ week A ft the 4 t lan * 

take a stand on the rlfial issue, particuiariyT'as " kWves^Mg^f«?~ 
with others that many of the clergy have been too silent too long.- °« ■£»,. 
ministers have been very effective in keeping the peace in our city, and they neea 
our support. . 

At a small luncheon yesterday, which bot^ ■ and I attended. 

aChicago businessman.who seems to have considerable WMtte taNMOMJi 
lo..l circles, stated that there is documentary •^4~ce ****•*"*» iJSST 
K ... is a communist. This is difficult for us to believe. It seems *»«»**}•. 
k _: :.e would have so much bi-partisan support as emphasized by the »<** ijg- 
Z v& events Even more difficult to understand was the statement that the former 

; ^oflne National 0>uncU of Churches, Dr. Edwin Dahlberg, BaptijV P*xtor 
.1. St. Louis, was also fronting for sixteen querent wininunist M«°?Jf*o •***' 
- *ns. As you undoubtedly know, Dr. Dahlberg is from a humble *»•**»»- 
-teS biYkgramd and has been blessed in his ministry both as a pastor and 
•r£l£L58E* * difficult to know exactly how to answer these accusations. 
* Metaling to you for a statement from the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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which would dear the names of these two men. On the other hand, if they are 
avowed communists, we should know this as these men are of national- reputation 

and leadership. . 

If it is at all possible to hear from you before our ministerial meeting, I 
would appreciate this immensely. Should this be impossible, we would be thankful 
for ary reply in the near future. 

I apologue for placing this burden on you, but I feel that these accusations 
c - y...^ goaiiiJiflii^infianswer which has solid and responsible origin. I wish to 
ai& th:'i |wai most commendatory of you in stating that be knew 

you would^PPH^rar and forthright answer. We are not asking for any state- 
ments other than Just a simple positive or negative reply to our question. It 
would be unfair to involve you in all kinds of debate relative to the local churches 
position with the National Council of Churches, who should go to Selma, Alabama, 
and a- host of other current issues. 



We look forward to shari 
hope of being your chauffeur to 



M^hyjorn 



ing of April 4 with you as well as the 
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